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~Trinity 15 ~ 
Early Service Indoor 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 
 

Order of Service, Rite One (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 41) 
 

 
 

~Prelude  

 

~Opening Prayer (ELH p. 41) 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and 
death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
 

~Hymn 67, vv. 1, 4, 5  Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven 
 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To His feet thy tribute bring; 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore His praises sing! 
Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, 
praise Him, 
Praise the everlasting King. 

4. Frail as summer’s flow’r we flourish, 
Blows the wind and it is gone; 
But while mortals rise and perish 
God endures unchanging on. 
Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him,  
praise Him, 
Praise the High Eternal One. 

 

5. Angels, help us to adore Him, 
Ye behold Him face to face; 
Saints triumphant, bow before Him; 
Gathered in from ev’ry race. 
Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

 
~Confession of Sin — Admitting our sinfulness to God (ELH p. 41, I) 
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, 
we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 
Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

~Kyrie Eleison  (ELH p. 42) 
C:  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us. O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy 
upon us. 
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~Absolution — God’s declaration of forgiveness (ELH p. 43, II; Matt 11:28, Jn 3:16)  
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: Come unto Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so loved the world that He gave His only-
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
 

Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all your sins, 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
~Collect — The congregation’s prayer of the day (ELH p. 45; p. 162 #110) 
P: O Lord, we beseech You, let Your continual mercy cleanse and defend Your Church; and 
because it cannot continue in safely without Your help, preserve it evermore by Your help 
and goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
~Epistle Lesson 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7  Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God. The Lord is one! Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These words 
that I am commanding you today are to be on your heart. Teach them diligently to your 
children, and speak about them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up. 
 
~Nicene Creed — Confession of faith  (ELH p. 47) 
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 
Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 
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~Hymn 468, vv. 1, 3, 5  All Depends On Our Posessing 
 

1. All depends on our possessing 
God’s abundant grace and blessing, 
Though all earthly wealth depart. 
He who trusts with faith unshaken 
In his God is not forsaken 
And e’er keeps a dauntless heart. 

3. Many spend their lives in fretting 
Over trifles and in getting 
Things that have no solid ground. 
I shall strive to win a treasure 
That will bring me lasting pleasure 
And that now is seldom found. 

 

5. Well He knows what best to grant me; 
All the longing hopes that haunt me, 
Joy and sorrow, have their day. 
I shall doubt His wisdom never; 
As God wills, so be it ever; 
I to Him commit my way. 

 
~Gospel & Sermon Text 

Matthew 6:24-34  “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and mammon. 

“For this reason I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air. They do not sow or reap or gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 

“Which of you can add a single moment to his lifespan by worrying? Why do you worry 
about clothing? Consider how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin, but I tell 
you that not even Solomon in all his glory was dressed like one of these. If that is how God 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, 
will he not clothe you even more, you of little faith? 

“So do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ For the unbelievers chase after all these things. Certainly your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. So do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 
 
~Sermon Message 

"In an Age of Mammon--Trust in God!" 
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~Hymn 446, vv. 1, 4, 7  What Is the World To Me 
 

1. What is the world to me 
With all its vaunted pleasure 
When Thou, and Thou alone, 
Lord Jesus, art my Treasure! 
Thou only, dearest Lord, 
My soul’s Delight shalt be; 
Thou art my Peace, my Rest. 
What is the world to me! 

4. The world seeks after wealth 
And all that Mammon offers, 
Yet never is content 
Though gold should fill its coffers. 
I have a higher good, 
Content with it I’ll be: 
My Jesus is my Wealth. 
What is the world to me! 

 

7. The world abideth not; 
Lo, like a flash ’twill vanish; 
With all its gorgeous pomp 
Pale death it cannot banish; 
Its riches pass away, 
And all its joys must flee; 
But Jesus doth abide. 
What is the world to me! 

 
~Special Prayers & Petitions 
 

~Lord’s Prayer (ELH p. 49; Mt 6:9-13) 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

~Prayer  (ELH p. 59) 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You would 
have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in 
holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 
 
~Benediction — Final blessing for God’s people (ELH p. 59; Num 6:24-26) 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   

C:  Amen, amen, amen. 
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~Hymn 468, v. 6  If On Earth My Days He Lengthen 
 

6. If on earth my days He lengthen, 
He my weary soul will strengthen; 
All my trust in Him I place. 
Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 
Safe I anchor in His grace. 

 
 

 

The Service of Holy Communion 
 

(Following Christ’s command, we receive His grace to us in the special meal He instituted for 
the forgiveness of our sins. Here, He feeds with His true body and His true blood in, with, and 
under the bread and wine. This is the same body which was born of the Virgin Mary, and the 
same blood which dripped down the wooden cross. This part of the liturgy is one of the oldest 
parts, dating back to at least the third century AD.) 

 

Questions and prayers to assist in preparing for the Lord’s Supper are found in the black 
hymnal, pp. 38–40. 
 

Guests & Visitors: We practice “Close” or “Closed Communion”. We do this out of love and 
concern for you. We want to make sure that those who take this holy meal receive it as a 
blessing and not to their harm as Scripture warns. We also understand that those who come 
forward to take communion are professing a unity of faith with our congregation and are in 
full agreement with the teachings and doctrines of Mount Olive Lutheran Church and of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Therefore, we ask those who have not taken Holy Communion 
with us before to speak with a pastor before communing. Thank you. 
 

 

 

~Communion Prayer (ELH p. 40) 
P: Most gracious Lord, You bid me to approach Your altar in confidence and hope. “Come, 
all who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” O sweet and friendly word in a 
sinner’s ear, that You, Lord God, invite the needy and the poor to the communion of Your 
Body and Blood! You, the Lord of the Universe, have willed to come to me, a poor and lowly 
sinner, to live in me. Of Your infinite grace You have made me Your own dwelling place, for 
Your glory and my eternal salvation! Grant me grace at all times and in all places to give 
You hearty thanks for this marvelous gift. O Christ, Lamb of God, grant me Your eternal 
peace! Amen. 
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~Collect of Thanksgiving (ELH p. 83, II) 

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup; 
C:  We proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

P: Let us pray: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving 
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
give us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children 
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

~Words of Institution  (ELH p. 78; Mt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:19–20; 1 Cor 11:23–25) 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying:  “Take, eat; this is My body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also He took the 
cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying:  “Drink of it all of you; this cup is 
the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of 
sins.  This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
~Agnus Dei — “Lamb of God” (ELH p. 79ff; Jn 1:29) 

C:   O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us.  O Christ, the Lamb of God.  You take away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us.  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us 
Your peace.  Amen. 

 
~Distribution 
  

 

 

 
 

Liturgist/Preacher: Pastor Luke Ulrich  
Organist: 1st Service: John Baumann 

Organist: 2nd Service: Mark DeGarmeaux 
Soloist: Mizha Overn 

Monday Service: Kristin Matzke 
 

 

(Communicants come forward at the direction of the ushers.  
After receiving the Lord’s Supper you may exit the Sanctuary.) 
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LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 
Sunday: 8:30am, 97; 10:45am, 157;  

Monday: 25 
 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK: 
Greeters: 1st Service: Don & Beth Westphal; 

2nd Service: Dan & Joanne Maas; 
Mark & Sharon Madson 

 

Offering Counters: Mark Graham, Mark Olson 
 

Altar Guild: Krista Petzel, Lynette Merseth 
 

 
 

Weekly Financial Update: 
Given Last Week: $15,782.37 (includes text & on-line giving) 

Fiscal Year To Date Deficit (as of 8/31/20): $5,388.66 
 

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
pressure, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

Dear Mt. Olive Family & Friends: Due to the concerns for public health during this COVID-19 
pandemic, and respecting the advisement of our governmental agencies, we also offer our 

WORSHIP SERVICES on our website and on our local TV station, KTV. 
 

Please know that our church leadership is continuing to look for the best possible ways to 
serve you with Word and Sacrament. Please bear with us in this process. If you are in need of 
Pastoral Care or would like to receive the Lord’s Supper we are here to minister to you and 

desire to do so. 
 

You may contact our office at (507) 345-4966. 
 

Catch Mt. Olive Worship Services Online at www.mtolivelutheran.org     
 OR 

TV on local cable channels 181 (Spectrum) and 7 & 507 (Consolidated Communications) on 
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 AM. 

 

To give your offering online, go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and click on the link "DONATE ONLINE".  
Or TEXT 833-726-3742 along with the amount you wish to donate. Or Mail your offering to the 

church office. 
 

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him. 

 
 

 
  

http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/
http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/
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WEEK AT A GLANCE:  September 20, 2020 – September 27, 2020 

Sunday, 
September 20 

8:30AM 
9:40AM 

10:45AM 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 
BIC/Bible Class (NO Senior Youth Group) 
Divine Service Outdoors 

Mon., Sep 21 6:30PM 
6:30PM 
7:30PM 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 
Board of Stewardship 
Evangelism Committee Meeting 

Tues., Sep. 22 7PM M.O.M.s Bible Study (Mt Olive Library) 

Wed, Sep. 23 8:05AM 
9AM 
4PM 

CDS Chapel 
Bible Study 
Confirmation Classes 

Thurs., Sep 24 8:30AM 
1PM 

M.O.M.s Bible Study (Peace) 
M.O.M.s Bible Study (Mt Olive Social Hall) 

Fri., Sep 25  
11:15AM 

Charger Challenge Service Project 
CDS Early Dismissal 

Sat, Sep 26   

Sunday, 
Sep 27 

8:30AM 
9:40AM 

10:45AM 

Divine Service  
BIC/Bible Class (Including Senior Youth) 
Divine Service Outdoors 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Board for Parish Education and Youth has decided to postpone the beginning of 
the new Sunday School year until at least October 4th. This decision is prompted by the 
uncertainty expressed by a majority of the Sunday School parents in a recent survey, 
indicating concerns about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and by the fact that we 
currently don’t have a sufficient number of teachers to lead the classes. In the meantime, 
we would like to direct your attention to our Mt Olive home page.  There you will find a link 
connecting you to video Sunday School lessons to share at no cost and without needing a 
password. In the coming weeks, our board will strive to come up with a good plan for 
providing in person Sunday School for the children of our church.  We remain in need of 
teachers, so please give prayerful consideration to helping our children in that way. 
Please contact the church office with any questions or to volunteer. Thanks! 
 

House Removal: Since the old parsonage is going to be torn down this fall (estimated date 
starting Sept 21st) anyone with any landscaping or remodeling needs can contact trustee 
Juel Merseth (507-381-3975) with any questions. Some items include: 

• Doors, windows, window blinds, cabinets, furnace, AC, Culligan H2O softener 
• Appliances: 

o 1 white range with vent hood, white dishwasher and refrigerator 
o 1 range with range top microwave, dishwasher 

• Ceiling fans, light fixtures 
• Landscape concrete edging, plants, flowers 
• 16’x30’ concrete paver patio 
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Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School 

 

MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open 
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of 
Mission Advancement.  Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, 
for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org. 
 

Bus Drivers Needed for MVL Routes 
Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for students. With an 
increased enrollment and necessary distancing measures, we're urgently seeking MVL 
route drivers and substitute drivers for these great students. Full-time and part-time 
positions available with paid training! Interested individuals should contact Site Manager 
Casey Stearns at 507-995-5387. 

 

 

     

 

 

“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children” 

Moms On a Mission Bible study (MOMs) is in session!  Choose one of three opportunities to gather with other moms to 

discuss different women from Scripture and how their stories and God’s truths relate to us.  Study materials are 

provided.  Please see the table below to identify which study works best for you!  Questions?  Contact Kristen Lukasek at 

mattlukasek@yahoo.com.   M.O.M.s is for any mother, any age.  New moms welcome at any time.  

 

 Tuesday Evening M.O.M.s Thursday Morning  M.O.M.s  Thursday Afternoon M.O.M.s 

When: September 8-October 26 
 7-8:30pm,  
NO CHILDCARE 

September 10-November 5 
8:30-10am (can drop children 
off in childcare at 8:10) 
CHILDCARE PROVIDED 

September 10-November 5 
1-2:30pm, 
NO CHILDCARE 

Where: Mt. Olive Library Peace Lutheran Church Mt. Olive Social Hall 

Study: Women of the Bible Women of the Bible Women of the Bible 

Facilitator: Rachel Ulrich Thalia Londgren Kristen Lukasek 

 

mailto:tplath@mvlhs.org
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PLEASE Help Support Our 
 

“NO” 

Mission Support Bake Sale 
 

“SALE” 
“Grab one now” 

 

          
 
 

The satisfaction is knowing you have helped. 
 

After two weeks our total is $245. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Visit our display in church. 

Help yourself to an envelope. 
Make tax deductible checks out to: 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Memo: 2020 Mission Support 


