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Explanation of the Week: "The day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night" (1 Thess
5:1-11). The arrival of the bridegroom will be sudden and unexpected. Therefore you are
to be watchful and ready like the five wise virgins. "For you know neither the day nor the
hour in which the Son of Man is coming" (Matt 25:1-13). The lamps are the Word of Christ.
The oil in the lamps is the Holy Spirit, who works through the Word to create and sustain
the flame of faith in Christ. The foolish are those who do not give proper attention to the
working of the Holy Spirit in baptism, preaching, and the supper, and so their faith does
not endure. The wise, however, are those who diligently attend to these gifts of the Spirit,
and who therefore have an abundance of oil. The flame of faith endures to the end. By God's
grace they are received into the eternal wedding feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, the new
heavens and the new earth created by the Lord for the joy of His people (Is 65:17-25).

Order of Service, Rite Two (p. 60)

I.

The Service of Preparation

(We prepare ourselves for worshiping God by acknowledging our unworthiness to stand before Him,
and by receiving His forgiveness through absolution (forgiveness). We respond with thanks and joy.)

~Prelude — Preservice music & opportunity for prayer

(See “Prayers for Worship”
—ELH p. 40)

~Opening Hymn 100, vv. 1, 6, 7 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us
1. The Bridegroom soon will call us:
Come, all ye wedding guests!
May not His voice appall us
While slumber binds our breasts!
May all our lamps be burning
And oil be found in store
That we, with Him returning,
May open find the door!

6. In mansions fair and spacious
Will God the feast prepare
And, ever kind and gracious,
Bid us its riches share.
There bliss that knows no measure
From springs of love shall flow,
And never-changing pleasure
His bounty will bestow.

7. Thus God shall from all evil
Forever make us free,
From sin, and from the devil,
From all adversity,
From sickness, pain, and sadness,
From troubles, cares, and fears,
And grant us heav’nly gladness
And wipe away our tears.
~Invocation — Calling upon the Triune God
(ELH p. 60; Matt 28:19)
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen.
~Confession & Absolution — Admitting our guilt & receiving God’s forgiveness

(ELH p. 60-62, II; Ps 124:8, Ps 32:5)

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C:  Who made heav’n and earth.
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C:  And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word,
and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring
Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us;
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by
Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His onlybegotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on
His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His
Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.
C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.
~Introit — Entrance Psalm
(ELH p. 62; Jer. 29:11-12, Psalm 85)
P: For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD,
thoughts of peace and not of evil,
Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me,
and I will listen unto you.
Lord, You have been favorable to Your land;
You have brought back the captivity of Jacob.
Show us Your mercy, LORD,
and grant us Your salvation.
Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
~Gloria Patri — “Glory to the Father”
(ELH p. 62)
C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.
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~Kyrie Eleison— “Lord, Have Mercy”
(ELH p. 63, I; Mk 10:47)
C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.
~Gloria in Excelsis Deo— “Glory to God in the Highest”
(ELH p. 64-66; Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29)
P: Glory be to God on high:
C:  And on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise You, we bless You,
we worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory. O
Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, You take away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. You take away the sin of the world,
receive our prayer. You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have
mercy upon us. For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
~Salutation — The people’s blessing for the pastor’s work
P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And with your spirit.

(ELH p. 66; 2 Tim 4:22)

~Collect — The congregation’s prayer of the day
(ELH p. 66; p. 165 #135)
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, send for Your Son we pray, that He may lead home His
Bride, the Church, that we with all Your saints may enter into Your eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
II.

The Service of the Word

(After receiving the forgiveness of sins, we thanked God by singing His praises and
praying to Him. He now increases our faith through His holy Word which we hear
through the Lessons and especially through the Sermon where God’s Word is applied
to our lives today.)

~Old Testament Lesson
Isaiah 65:17-19 Watch this! I am about to create new heavens and a new earth.
The former things will not be remembered.
They will not come to mind.
Instead, rejoice and celebrate forever, because of what I am creating.
Watch this! I am about to create Jerusalem to be a source of gladness,
and her people will be a source of joy.
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I also will be glad because of Jerusalem,
and I will rejoice over my people.
The sound of weeping will not be heard in her again,
nor will the sound of crying.
~Men’s Choir “Jerusalem the Golden”

(Arr. E. Bloedel)

7. Jerusalem the golden,
With milk and honey blessed,
The sight of it refreshes,
The weary and oppressed.
I know not, O I know not,
What joys await me there,
What radiancy of glory,
What bliss beyond compare.

9. There is the throne of David;
And there, from care released,
The shout of them that triumph,
The song of them that feast;
And they who with their Leader
Have conquered in the fight
Forever and forever
Are clad in robes of white.

14. O sweet and blessed country,
The home of God’s elect!
O sweet and blessed country
That eager hearts expect!
Jesus, in mercy bring us
To that dear land of rest,
Who art, with God the Father
And Spirit, ever blest.
~Epistle Lesson
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Concerning the times and dates, brothers, there is no need
to write to you, for you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like
a thief in the night. When people are saying, “Peace and security,” destruction will
suddenly come on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will certainly
not escape. But you, brothers, are not in the dark so that this day takes you by surprise
like a thief, for you are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the
night or the darkness. So then let us not sleep like everyone else, but rather let us remain
alert and sober.
To be sure, those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. You see, God did not appoint us for
wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us, so that
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whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore, encourage
one another and build each other up, just as you are also doing.
~Alleluia — “God Be Praised”
C:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

(ELH p. 67)

~Apostles’ Creed — Confession of faith
(ELH p. 68)
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from
the dead; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of
Saints, the Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life
everlasting. Amen.
~Chief Hymn 544, vv. 1, 2 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
1. “Wake, awake, for night is flying,”
The watchmen on the heights are crying,
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
It is midnight, we are weary,
With voices strong they call us clearly:
“Where are you now, O virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake!
Arise! Your lamps now take!
Alleluia!
With bridal care
Yourselves prepare
To feast with Him, your Groom most fair.”

2. Zion hears the watchword sounding,
With bridal joy her heart is bounding,
She wakes, and breaks the spell of sleep.
For her Lord comes forth in splendor,
All rich in grace, truth’s strong Defender!
Her Star grows bright mid darkness deep.
Now come, O precious Crown,
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son.
Hail, Hosanna!
We enter all,
The marriage hall,
To eat the Supper at Your call.

~Gospel Lesson & Sermon Text
Matthew 25:1-13 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who
took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. When the foolish ones took their lamps, they did not take any oil with
them; but the wise took oil in their containers with their lamps. While the bridegroom
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was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all those virgins got up and trimmed
their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil because our lamps
are going out.’ But the wise answered, ‘No, there may not be enough for us and for you.
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ But while they were away
buying oil, the bridegroom came. Those who were ready went in with him to the
wedding banquet, and the door was shut. Later, the other virgins also came and said,
‘Lord, Lord, let us in.’ But he answered, ‘Amen I tell you: I do not know you.’ Therefore,
keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
~Sermon Message
“Always Prepared for the Coming Wedding Feast!”
~Offertory — Prayer of renewal before offering
(ELH p. 70-71; Ps 51:10-12)
C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit.
Amen.
~Hymn 544, v. 3 All The Church In Christ Rejoices
3. All the Church in Christ rejoices
With human and angelic voices,
With harp and cymbal’s merry tone.
All twelve gates of that blest city
Gleam forth with pearls of heav’nly beauty;
We worship there around the throne.
No vision ever brought,
No ear hath ever caught
Such great glory.
Blessed, will we,
Sweet jubilee,
Sing “Gloria” eternally.
~Prayer of the Church
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

(ELH p. 71-72)

(Special petitions are included)
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P: For…, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord have mercy.
P: O Lord, heavenly Father, by the power of the Holy Spirit we faithfully remember the
sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. We praise You for
His victorious resurrection from the dead. We thank You for the strength of grace and
majesty of faith which He bestows on the Church by virtue of His ascension to Your right
hand, where He intercedes for us as our Advocate and High Priest. Grant that the Holy
Spirit will gather us into the company of all the faithful from the ends of the earth, so that
we may celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
In Your mercy receive our prayers. Deliver us and preserve us. To You alone we give all
glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore.
Amen.
~Lord’s Prayer
(ELH p. 85; Mt. 6:9-13)
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
~Collect of Thanksgiving
(ELH p. 85, I)
P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given
Your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. We thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred
body all our sins, and by Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank
You, Lord, the Holy Spirit, that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know
of nothing to trust for our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant
us Your grace, that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of
the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit,
that, in the power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never
forsake the Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in
Christ’s name.
C:  Amen.
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~Benediction — Final blessing for God’s people
(ELH p. 87; Num. 6:24-26)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C:  Amen, amen, amen.
~Closing Hymn 167, vv. 6, 7 Lift Up the Voice
6. Lift up the voice and strike the string,
Let all glad sounds of music ring
In God’s high praises blended.
Christ will be with me all the way,
Today, tomorrow, every day,
Till trav’ling days be ended.
Sing out,
Ring out
Triumph glorious,
O victorious,
Chosen nation;
Praise the God of your salvation.

7. O joy to know that Thou, my Friend,
Art Lord, Beginning without end,
The First and Last, Eternal!
And Thou at length—O glorious grace!—
Wilt take me to that holy place,
The home of joys supernal.
Amen,
Amen!
Come and meet me!
Quickly greet me!
With deep yearning,
Lord, I look for Thy returning.

~Postlude — Opportunity for prayer & to greet one another!

Liturgist/Preacher: Pastor Luke Ulrich
Organist: 1st Service: Cassie Johnson
Organist: 2nd Service: John Baumann
Monday Service: Kristin Matzke
Men’s Choir Director: Carl Bloedel
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(See “Prayers for Worship”
—ELH p. 40)

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE/LORD’S SUPPER ATTENDANCE:
Sunday: 8:30am, 128/112; 10:45am, 97/68;
Monday: 29/26

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK:
Greeters: 1st Service: Deb Johnson, Mark & Vivian Smith;
2nd Service: Lois Johnson, Keith Anderson
Offering Counters: Seth Ferkenstad, Joe Meyer
Altar Guild: Carol Petersen, Sherri Bukowski

Weekly Financial Update:
Given Last Week: $12,384.55 (includes text & on-line giving)
Fiscal Year To Date Deficit (as of 10/31/20): $16,900
Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.
Catch Mt. Olive Worship Services Online at www.mtolivelutheran.org
OR
TV on local cable channels 181 (Spectrum) and 7 & 507 (Consolidated Communications) on
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 AM.
To give your offering online, go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and click on the link "DONATE
ONLINE".
Or TEXT 833-726-3742 along with the amount you wish to donate. Or Mail your offering to
the church office.
Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.
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WEEK AT A GLANCE: November 22, 2020 – November 29, 2020
Sunday,
November 22
Mon., Nov. 23

8:30AM
9:40AM
10:45AM
6:30PM
7:30PM

Divine Service
SS/BIC/Bible Class/Sr. Youth
Divine Service
Divine Service
Evangelism Committee Meeting

Tues., Nov. 24
Wed, Nov. 25
Thurs., Nov. 26
THANKSGIVING
DAY
Fri., Nov. 27
Sat, Nov. 28
Sunday,
November 29

NO SCHOOL
6:30PM Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service
NO SCHOOL
Church Office Closed
10AM Thanksgiving Divine Service
NO SCHOOL
Church Office Closed
10AM-3PM Red Cross Blood Drive
8:30AM Divine Service
9:40AM SS/BIC/Bible Class/Sr. Youth
10:45AM Divine Service
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Flowers on the altar: Mt. Olive Military Veterans Bible Study Group brings you today's
flowers in memory of those who gave and those who gave all. Take a moment of silence,
thanking them for their service to our country. The group meets twice a month. We
encourage veterans to join. Contact Herman Harstad or check with the church office.
Consider ordering a poinsettia to help beautify our sanctuary during the upcoming
Christmas season. On the sign-up sheet in the narthex, indicate how many plants you
would like to purchase and if they are in honor or in memory of someone. Cost per plant
is $9.50. Checks made payable to Mt. Olive Lutheran Church may be left in the church
office. The last day to order a poinsettia is Sunday, December 6.
Attend Sunday School via GOOGLE MEET
A Google Meet has been created using the Sunday School's Google account. Join us for
Sunday School at the Google Meet Link https://meet.google.com/jgd-xrmn-bju
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Coffee & treat volunteers: We are looking for more volunteers who are willing to
make coffee before our services, pick up treats, and serve them for our Sunday
morning Bible Study. If you would like to volunteer please go to the Mount Olive
website and click on the link at the bottom of the page titled "Coffee Servers Sign Up". If
you have any questions, please contact Sam Barbosa. Email: sambarbosa3@gmail.com
or call/text: (507) 382- 4928.
Military and Veteran Info Needed: In the social hall there is a display honoring our
military and veterans. We need to update our veteran list and display. Please send a
picture and information (including branch and dates of service) to Lois Johnson
Lannej12@gmail.com.
After School Care is in need of buttons, rik rak, yarn, and narrow ribbon for
Christmas crafts. Thank you!
Blood Drive at Mt Olive Friday, November 27th from 10am-3pm To schedule an
appointment, call 1-800-733-2767 or visit their website at www.redcrossblood.org and
enter sponsor code MTOLIVEKATO. 1 pint can save 3 lives!
Job Opening: New 2 You is seeking a part-time person to work at the thrift store. We
need someone who can work up to 15 hours a week. You would be helping with
donations, sorting, pricing, and other duties to maintain the store. This is a great job for
retired people or someone looking for a fun, Christian environment to work in.
If interested please contact Christine at 507-385-1455 or send an email to
New2YouFamilyThrift@gmail.com.
New 2 You Family Thrift Holiday Hours:
Extended Holiday hours during November and December
only. New 2 You will be open 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m. We are
looking for volunteers to work our two shifts at the register.
9:00 am - 1:00 pm morning shift
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm afternoon shift
Please call New 2 You at 507-385-1455 and talk to Christine
or Jen to schedule a time you can help us. As a bonus, we are also celebrating Volunteer
Appreciation Month in November. The day our volunteers work they can purchase all
items at half price for the month of November. New 2 You donates 75% of proceeds to
MVL to support Christian Education, the other 25% is split between the WELS/ELS
churches in Mankato, North Mankato & Nicollet. Thank you for considering to give of
your time at New 2 You.
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Hy-Vee Kash4Kids
Do you shop at Hy-Vee? Save your receipts from Mankato Hilltop or Riverfront Hy-Vee.
Receipts from either location earn cash for Mount Olive. Hy-Vee will donate $1 to
Mount Olive for every $150 in receipts (dated September 1, 2020 or later) collected.
Receipts can be dropped in the collection bin located in the Social Hall. Hy-Vee Wine &
Spirits or gas station receipts are not eligible. Receipts dated prior to September 1,
2020 are also not eligible.
Box Tops For Education
Box Tops is now making it even easier to earn cash for Mount Olive. Older Box Tops
that are made to be cut out can be dropped in the collection bin located in the Social
Hall. Or, download the Box Tops for Education app on your phone. With just a few
clicks, you can link to Mount Olive and scan your grocery receipts. The app
automatically records Box Tops purchases from scanned receipts – no more clipping!
Box Tops that say “scan” are not eligible to be cut out and must be scanned using the
app. Expired Box Tops will not be accepted.
If you have questions about either program, email Erika Lemke at
Erika.b.lemke@gmail.com
Bethany Lutheran College
Job Opportunity: Bethany Lutheran College is taking applications for the
Cashier/Accounts Receivable Clerk position. Please visit the Bethany Jobs page on our
website for more information! www.blc.edu/jobs
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Spirit of MVL Virtual Gala & Auction
Thank you to everyone who tuned in to Together in Spirit on Saturday night! You can
still participate in the Appeal to the Heart through Saturday, November 28 at
spiritofmvl.givesmart.com and help support the MVL Partnership Fund and our
livestream technology project.
MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director
of Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim
Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
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ELS Military Monument Project:
As you probably have heard the goal of this project is to construct a beautiful tribute to
our veterans on Bethany Lutheran College campus. The monument will serve to honor
any and all veterans and ensure that this and future generations will be aware of the
cost of the freedoms they enjoy as citizens of our great nation through this Godpleasing vocation of warrior. The ELS Military Monument Committee has established a
Veteran’s Day 2020 through Memorial Day 2021 Matching Funds Challenge. We invite
all donors to double the impact of their offering from Nov. 11, 2020 – May 31, 2021. We
already have commitments of a $32,600 match and expect in the weeks to come that
we will be increasing this amount and will announce periodically when the match
amount is increased. These donors are challenging us in the ELS and beyond to give to
this worthwhile project. Please consider a generous (tax deductible) contribution to be
matched dollar for dollar during this designated time period. (While not part of this
match offer, we continue to encourage contributions honoring individual veterans with
engraved pavers, benches and branch pillars to be part of the site. Ordering
information is available on our website: www.els.org/monument).
Donor Recognition:
Donors that donate amounts of $1000.00 and more, other than Bench and Pillar purchases,
will have the opportunity to have their name engraved on the 3-foot by 12-foot monument
base. These donors will be recognized in three categories.
Those donating $1000 to $4999 will have their name inscribed in the Bronze Donor Level list.
Those donating $5000 to $9999 will have their name inscribed in the Silver Donor Level list.
Those donating $10,000 and above will have their name inscribed in the Gold Donor Level list.

Lutheran Military Support Group AMMO Can Campaign
Report: Thanks to the generous contributions after the past few
Sunday’s services, checks for a total of $289 were forwarded to the
Lutheran Military Support Group to help carry out their mission.
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Barnes and Noble Book Fair
(located in the River Hills Mall)

Please use this book fair ID #12603379 on
Monday, Dec.7th, when purchasing anything at
Barnes & Noble
or when purchasing anything online from
Dec. 7th through Dec. 12th.
A percentage of the net sale will go to
our school library.
☺ Thank you! ☺
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