
  

 

LENT 5 

 

1123 Marsh Street, Mankato, MN  56001 | (507-345-4966) | church@mtolivelutheran.org 
Pastors John J. Petersen & Luke Ulrich | Principal Adam Pavelchik 

  
Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior  we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you 
for worshipping with us. If you are a guest, please fill out a “Get Connected!” card (found 
in front of you in the hymnbook rack and the Welcome table in the narthex). We invite 
you to come and worship with us again soon. For the Hearing Impaired: Our facility is 
equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask an usher for a receiver. 
 

Explanation of the Week: In the temple Jesus said, "If anyone keeps My word he shall 
never see death." (Jn 8:42-59) For Jesus came to taste death for us, to drink the cup of 
suffering to the dregs in order that we might be released from its power. Clinging to His 
life-giving words, we are delivered from death's sting and its eternal judgment. Christ is 
our High Priest who entered the Holy of Holies, and with His own blood He made a once 
and for all time sacrifice to take away our sins and open heaven to us. (Heb 9:24-28)  Jesus 
is the long-promised descendant of Abraham, in whom "all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed." (Genesis 12:1-3) As Abraham was happy to follow God's directions to leave 
behind his old life and to trust in God's promise, we too place our trust in the One who 
proclaimed: "Amen, Amen, I tell you: Before Abraham was born, I am."      
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Order of Service, Rite Two (p. 60) 

 

I. The Service of Preparation 
 (We prepare ourselves for worshiping God by acknowledging our unworthiness to stand before 
Him, and by receiving His forgiveness through absolution (forgiveness). We respond with 
thanks and joy.) 

 

~Prelude —  Preservice music (See “Prayers for Worship”—ELH p. 40) 
 

~Hymn 289, vv. 1, 5, 6, 7  Join All the Glorious Names 
 

1. Join all the glorious names 
Of wisdom, love, and pow’r, 
That ever mortals knew, 
That angels ever bore: 
All are too weak to speak His worth, 
Too frail to set my Savior forth! 
 

5. Jesus, my great High Priest, 
Offered His blood and died; 
My guilty conscience seeks 
No Sacrifice beside. 
His pow’rful blood did once atone; 
And now it pleads before the throne. 

6. My Advocate appears 
For my defense on high, 
The Father bows His ear, 
And lays His anger by. 
Not all that hell or sin can say 
Shall turn His heart, His love away. 
 

7. Should all the hosts of death 
And pow’rs of hell unknown 
Put their most dreadful forms 
Of rage and mischief on; 
I shall be safe, for Christ displays 
Superior pow’r and guardian-grace. 

 

~Invocation — Calling upon the Triune God  (ELH p. 60; Matt 28:19) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

~Confession & Absolution — Admitting Our Guilt & Receiving God’s Forgiveness  
 (ELH p. 60 #1; Ps 124:8, Ps 32:5) 
 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C:  Who made heav’n and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 
C:  And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You 
all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them, and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that 
you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? 

C: I do. 
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you 
desire forgiveness in His name? 

C: I do. 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and 
strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace be with you! 

C: Amen. 
 

~Introit — “Entrance Verse” (ELH p. 143) 
P: Vindicate me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation. 

C: Deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man. 
P: Send out Your light and Your truth; 

C: Let them lead me, let them bring me to Your holy hill. 

 

~Gloria Patri — “Glory to the Father” (ELH p. 62) 

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

~The Kyrie Eleison— “Lord, have mercy” (ELH p. 63, I; Mk 10:47) 

C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

 

~Salutation — The people’s blessing for the pastor’s work  (ELH p. 66; 2 Tim 4:22) 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And with your spirit. 
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~Collect — The congregation’s prayer of the day (ELH p. 66; p. 153 #48) 

P: We beseech You, almighty God, mercifully to look upon Your people, that by Your great 
goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore in both body and soul; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen. 

 

II. The Service of the Word 

(After receiving the forgiveness of sins, we thanked God by singing His praises and praying 
to Him. He now increases our faith through His holy Word which we hear through the 
Lessons and especially through the Sermon where God’s Word is applied to our lives today.) 

 

~Old Testament Lesson 
Genesis 12:1-3  Now the Lord said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away 

from your relatives and from your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you. 
I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All 
of the families of the earth will be blessed in you.” 
 

~Epistle Lesson 
Hebrews 9:11-15  But when Christ appeared as the high priest of the good things 

that were coming, he went through the greater and more complete tent, which was not 
made by human hands (that is, it is not part of this creation). He entered once into the 
Most Holy Place and obtained eternal redemption, not by the blood of goats and calves, 
but by his own blood. Now if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer, 
sprinkled on those who were unclean, sanctifies them so that their flesh is clean, how 
much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works, so that we worship 
the living God? 

For this reason, he is the mediator of a new covenant. A death took place as payment 
for the trespasses committed under the first covenant, so that those who are called 
would receive the promised eternal inheritance. 
 

~Lenten Verse (ELH p. 67) 
C:  Christ has humbled Himself, and become obedient unto death; ev’n the 
death of the Cross. 
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~Nicene Creed — Confession of faith (ELH p. 69) 
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all 
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made 
man and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He 
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 
Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 
look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

~Hymn 270, vv. 1-3  Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 
 

1. Hail, Thou once-despised Jesus! 
Hail, Thou Galilean King! 
Thou didst suffer to release us, 
Thou didst free salvation bring. 
Hail, Thou universal Savior, 
Who hast borne our sin and shame; 
By whose merits we find favor; 
Life is given through Thy name. 

 

2. Paschal Lamb, by God appointed,  
All our sins on Thee were laid; 
By almighty love anointed, 
Thou hast full atonement made. 
Ev’ry sin may be forgiven 
Through the virtue of Thy blood; 
Open is the gate of heaven; 
Peace is made ’twixt man and God. 

3. Jesus, hail, enthroned in glory, 
There forever to abide! 
All the heav’nly hosts adore Thee, 
Seated at Thy Father’s side. 
There for sinners Thou art pleading, 
There Thou dost our place prepare, 
Ever for us interceding 
Till in glory we appear. 
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~Holy Gospel Lesson & Sermon Text 
John 8:46-59  Who of you can convict me of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t 

you believe me? Whoever belongs to God listens to what God says. The reason you do 
not listen is that you do not belong to God.” 

The Jews responded, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have 
a demon?” 

Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon. On the contrary, I honor my Father, and you 
dishonor me. I do not seek my own glory. There is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 
Amen, Amen, I tell you: If anyone holds on to my word, he will certainly never see death.” 

So the Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon. Abraham died, and 
so did the prophets. Yet you say, ‘If anyone holds on to my word, he will certainly never 
taste death.’ You are not greater than our father, Abraham, are you? He died. And the 
prophets died. Who do you think you are?” 

Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies 
me, about whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ Yet you do not really know him, but I do know 
him. If I said, ‘I do not know him,’ I would be a liar like you. But I do know him, and I hold 
on to his word. Your father Abraham was glad that he would see my day. He saw it and 
rejoiced.” 

The Jews replied, “You aren’t even fifty years old, and you have seen Abraham?” 
Jesus said to them, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Before Abraham was born, I am.” Then 

they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden and left the temple area. 
 

~Sermon Theme 
“God’s People Will Listen and Hold to His Word” 

1. When it is harsh with us, 
2. When it points us to Jesus and His Forgiveness. 

 

~Offertory — Prayer of renewal before offering  (ELH p. 70-71; Ps 51:10-12) 
C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 
me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

~Prayer of the Church  (ELH p. 71-72) 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

(Special petitions are included) 
P: For…, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord have mercy. 
 



7 

 

P: O Lord, heavenly Father, by the power of the Holy Spirit we faithfully remember the 
sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. We praise You for 
His victorious resurrection from the dead. We thank You for the strength of grace and 
majesty of faith which He bestows on the Church by virtue of His ascension to Your right 
hand, where He intercedes for us as our Advocate and High Priest. Grant that the Holy 
Spirit will gather us into the company of all the faithful from the ends of the earth, so that 
we may celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. In 
Your mercy receive our prayers. Deliver us and preserve us. To You alone we give all 
glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

III. The Service of Holy Communion 
 

(Following Christ’s command, we receive His grace to us in the special meal He instituted 
for the forgiveness of our sins. Here, He feeds with His true body and His true blood in, with, 
and under the bread and wine. This is the same body which was born of the Virgin Mary, 
and the same blood which dripped down the wooden cross. This part of the liturgy is one 
of the oldest parts, dating back to at least the third century AD.) 

 

Questions and prayers to assist in preparing for the Lord’s Supper are found in the black 
hymnal, pp. 38–40. 
 

Guests & Visitors: We practice “Close” or “Closed Communion”. We do this out of love and 
concern for you. We want to make sure that those who take this holy meal receive it as a 
blessing and not to their harm as Scripture warns. We also understand that those who come 
forward to take communion are professing a unity of faith with our congregation and are 
in full agreement with the teachings and doctrines of Mount Olive Lutheran Church and of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Therefore, we ask those who have not taken Holy 
Communion with us before to speak with a pastor before communing. Thank you. 

 

 

~Preface  (ELH p. 72 ff.; 2 Tim 4:22, Col 3:1, Ps 136) 
P:  The Lord be with you.   

C:   And with your spirit. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.   

C:   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.   

C:   It is good and right so to do. 
 

~Lenten Preface (ELH p. 74) 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; You bid Your people cleanse 
their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, 
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and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

~Sanctus — “Holy”  (ELH p. 76) 
C:   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Your 
glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is He, 
blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna 
in the highest. 

 

~Lord’s Prayer (ELH p. 77-78; Mt 6:9-13) 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

~Words of Institution  (ELH p. 78; Mt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:19–20; 1 Cor 11:23–25) 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying:  “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also 
He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying:  “Drink of it all of 
you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for many, for 
the remission of sins.  This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

~Pax Domini  (ELH p. 79) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen. 
 

~Agnus Dei — “Lamb of God” (ELH p. 79; Jn 1:29) 

C:  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us.  O Christ, the Lamb of God.  You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us.  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, 
grant us Your peace. Amen. 

 
~Communion Distribution 
  

 

 
 
 
 

(Communicants come forward at the direction of the ushers. During 
the Distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns: ) 
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~Hymn 291 vv. 1-3  Lord Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light  
 

1. Lord Jesus Christ, my Life, my Light, 
My Strength by day, my Trust by night, 
On earth I’m but a passing guest 
And sorely by my sins oppressed. 
 

2. Far off I see my fatherland, 
Where through Thy blood I hope to stand. 
But ere I reach that Paradise 
A weary way before me lies. 

3. My heart sinks at the journey’s length, 
My wasted flesh has little strength; 
My soul alone still cries in me: 
“Lord, take me home, take me to Thee!” 

~Hymn 292, vv. 4, 5, 11, 15  What Punishment So Strange Is Suffered 
 

4. What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! 
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander; 
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him, 
Who would not know Him. 
 

5. The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 
The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted— 
God is committed. 

~Hymn 291 vv. 4-9  O Let Thy Suff’rings Give Me Pow’r 

4. O let Thy suff’rings give me pow’r 
To meet the last and darkest hour! 
Thy blood refresh and comfort me; 
Thy bonds and fetters make me free. 
 

5. The blows and stripes that fell on Thee 
Heal up the wounds of sin in me; 
Thy crown of thorns, Thy foes’ mad spite, 
Let be my glory and delight. 
 

6. That thirst and bitter draught of Thine 
Cause me to bear with patience mine; 
Thy piercing cry uphold my soul 
When floods of anguish o’er me roll! 
 

7. Thy Spirit cry within me still 
When here my lips grow white and chill 
And help my soul Thy heav’n to find 
When these poor eyes grow dark and blind! 

8. Thy dying words let be my light 
When death approaches as dark night; 
Defend me in my dying breath 
When then I bow my head in death. 
 

9. Thy cross let be my staff in life, 
Thy holy grave my rest from strife; 
The winding sheet that covered Thee, 
O let it be a shroud for me. 
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~Hymn 292, vv. 11, 15  But Since My Strength Will Nevermore Suffice Me 

11. But since my strength will nevermore suffice me 
To crucify desires that still entice me, 
To all good deeds, O let Thy Spirit win me 
And reign within me! 
 

15. And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven 
To me the crown of joy at last is given, 
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, 
I, too, shall praise Thee. 

~Hymn 291 vv. 10-14  Lord, in Thy Nail Prints Let Me Read

10.  Lord, in Thy nail prints let me read 
That Thou to save me hast decreed 
And grant that in Thine opened side 
My troubled soul may ever hide. 
 

11. Since Thou hast died, the Pure, the Just, 
I take my homeward way in trust. 
The gates of heav’n, Lord, open wide 
When here I may no more abide. 
 

12. And when the last Great Day shall come 
And Thou, our Judge, shalt speak the doom, 
Let me with joy behold the light 
And set me then upon Thy right. 
 

13. Renew this wasted flesh of mine 
That like the sun it there may shine 
Among the angels pure and bright, 
Yea, like Thyself in glorious light. 
 

14. Ah, then shall I most joyful be 
And with the angels sing to Thee 
And with Thy blessed, chosen fold 
Fore’er Thy gracious face behold. 

 

 

 

~Dismissal — Assurance of blessing for those who have communed (ELH p. 81) 

P:  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and His precious blood strengthen and preserve 
you in the true faith to everlasting life. Depart in peace. Amen. 
 

~Nunc Dimittis — “Now I Depart” (ELH p. 81-82; Lk 2:29-32) 

C:  Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, which You have prepared before the 
face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 
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~Collect of Thanksgiving  (ELH p. 83 Form II) 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup; 

C:  We proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
P: Let us pray: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 
lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that 
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

~Salutation (ELH p. 84) 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And with your spirit. 
 

~Benedicamus  (ELH p. 84) 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

~Benediction — Final blessing for God’s people (ELH p. 84; Num. 6:24-26) 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C:  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

~Closing Hymn 270, v.4  Worship, Honor, Pow’r, and Blessing 
4. Worship, honor, pow’r, and blessing 
Thou art worthy to receive; 
Loudest praises, without ceasing, 
Meet it is for us to give. 
Help, ye bright angelic spirits, 
Bring your sweetest, noblest lays; 
Help to sing our Savior’s merits; 
Help to chant Immanuel’s praise. 

 

~Postlude — Opportunity for prayer & to greet one another (See “Prayers for Worship” 
 —ELH p. 40) 
 

 
 

Liturgist/Preacher: Pastor Luke Ulrich 
Organist: 1st Service: Dennis Marzolf 

Organist: 2nd Service: Mark DeGarmeaux 
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LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 
Sunday: 8:30am, 156; 10:45am, 108 

Sun Live Online Viewing: 42 
Monday: Snowstorm (canceled) 

Wednesday: 116 
Wed Live Online Viewing: 34 

 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK: 
Greeters: 1st Service: Ron & Mary Younge and 

Dean & LuAnn Shoop 

2nd Service: Joyce Petersen 
 

Offering Counters: Lisa Holt, Brenda Garbers, Connie Meyer 
 

Altar Guild: Carol Leiferman, Elyse Haugen 
 

  
 

Weekly Financial Update: 
Given Last Week: $18,912.53 (includes text & on-line giving) 

Fiscal Year To Date Surplus (as of 2/28/21): $27,305 
 

 

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 

 

Catch Mt. Olive Worship Services Online at www.mtolivelutheran.org     
 OR 

TV on local cable channels 181 (Spectrum) and 7 & 507 (Consolidated Communications) on 
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 AM. 

 

To give your offering online, go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and click on the link "DONATE 
ONLINE".  

Or TEXT 833-726-3742 along with the amount you wish to donate. Or Mail your offering to 
the church office. 

http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/
http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/
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WEEK AT A GLANCE  March 21, 2021– March 28, 2021 
 

Sunday, March 21 8:30AM 
9:40AM 

10:45AM 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 
SS/BIC/Bible Class/Sr. Youth 
Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Mon, March 22 6:30PM 
7PM 

7:30PM 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 
Board of Stewardship Meeting 
Evangelism Committee Meeting 

Tues, March 23 7PM M.O.M.s Bible Study (Ulrich Home) 
Wed, March 24 8:05AM 

9AM 
4PM 
6PM 

CDS Chapel 
Bible Study 
Confirmation Classes 
Lent Divine Service 

Thurs., March 25 8:30AM 
1PM 

M.O.M.s Bible Study @Peace 
M.O.M.s Bible Study (Social Hall) 

Fri., March 26   

Sat, March 27   

Sunday, March 28  
8:30AM 
9:40AM 

10:45AM 

Palm Sunday 
Divine Service 
SS/BIC/Bible Class/Sr. Youth 
Divine Service  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Easter Sunday tulips for the sanctuary: A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table; cost is 
$13.50. The deadline for sign-up is Today. Mrs. Feistner orders them first thing 
tomorrow morning. 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars® Through Thrivent Choice®, eligible members can 
recommend where Thrivent donates millions of charitable outreach dollars each year. 
Mount Olive is a participating organization. Eligible Thrivent Financial members with 
available Choice Dollars® have until March 31, 2021, to direct them. Go to 
www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say 
“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 
 

"The Thriving Family Series" continues March 26, 6:30 pm with guest speaker 
Chaplain Donald Moldstad from Bethany Lutheran College. Chaplain Moldstad presents 
"The Perfect Parent." He explains, "Today Christian youth face tremendous challenges to 
their faith in our current culture. Based upon Scripture and the advice of our Lutheran 

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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forefathers, we discuss some of the best strategies for passing along the Christian faith 
to our children." Child Care is provided. We meet in person in the church Sanctuary—
we will also live-stream this event. All parents, grandparents, and concerned Christians 
are welcome! Please come and join us! 
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PTF is Collecting Proposals for the CC Wish List. All proposals must be submitted to 
the PTF chairperson, Bethany Ferkenstad at bethany.ferkenstad@blc.edu, by Friday, 
March 26, and MUST include a short explanation of the request and approximate cost 
estimate. Get your thinking caps on! It’s time to start brainstorming items for the Charger 
Challenge (CC) Wish List! God willing, we plan to have our traditional Charger Challenge 
fundraiser in the fall of 2021. Therefore, it’s time to submit your wish list proposals to 
the PTF, so that they can be voted on and prioritized at the Spring Large Group PTF 
Meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, April 21, 2021. Anyone can submit a proposal that 
they feel would benefit our students, teachers, and school families. Examples of past 
proposals that we have fundraised for include side basketball hoops in the gym, new 
student desks, gaga ball pit for the playground, iPads, and more! After voting and 
prioritizing the proposals at the PTF Large Group Meeting, the list becomes our 
fundraising list for the Fall Charger Challenge Fundraiser. 
 

Food drive:  Out of gratitude and great love for our Savior we hope you will join us in 
sharing the abundance that we have with those in need.  Mt. Olive will be collecting non 
perishable food donations for ECHO Food Shelf from Sunday, March 07 through 
Sunday, March 28.  Please place your donations in the boxes under the band room 
window. 

Hebrews 13:16. And do not forget to do good and share with others, for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased. 

 

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool is hosting its annual Open House on Tuesday, 
March 30 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. We are located at the corner of Lookout and 
Commerce Drive in North Mankato. If you would like to come that evening to enroll 
your child, take a tour, let your child enjoy learning games, crafts and fun, please join 
us.  For more information or to volunteer to help, please call Joslyn at 507-594-8929 or 
email her at joslynmoldstsd@gmail.com  
 

Singing for Maundy Thursday and Easter - The choir will be meeting to rehearse 
music for Maundy Thursday (April 1) and Easter (April 4).  There is plenty of room for 
new singers!  Rehearsals will be March 17, 24, and 31 at 7 p.m. or after the service.  
Questions?  Contact Elisabeth at elisabeth.urtel@blc.edu or 612-272-2420.   
 

Wanted: Plastic Thread Spools! After-School Care is collecting plastic thread spools 
to use as paint stamps. You may send the spools to ASC with your child or drop them 
off at the office. If you attend church, you may drop them off at the office or put them in 
ASC’s mailbox cubby by the teachers’ copier. 
 

mailto:joslynmoldstsd@gmail.com
mailto:elisabeth.urtel@blc.edu
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The 5th Annual Men of Truth Conference, Band of Brothers, will be held April 10th 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, New Ulm, 8am-2:30pm (in-person & livestreaming). 
Five featured speakers lead by Keynote Speaker Mark Jeske explore topics of 1) Get a 
Brother. You’re Not Alone. 2) Be a Brother. Don’t Go Alone. and 3) Know Your Sisters. 
Listen. Treat Women Well.  Lunch-on-your-own time is 11:45-1pm. For more 
information and to register for the event, go to www.menoftruth.org . Take advantage 
of an early registration discount! (We will be following current health guidelines at 
time of the event). 
 

 

 

 

     

 

 

“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children” 

Moms On a Mission Bible study (MOMs) Spring Session Starting Soon!  Choose one of three opportunities to study 

God’s Word with fellow moms in Christ. The Peace/Mt. Olive MOMs group is starting back up the week of February 15th.  

All participants will need a copy of the book, JOY, a Study of Philippians, by Deb Burma.  Please see the table below to 

identify which study works best for you!  If you have questions, contact the facilitator listed for the session you plan to 

attend.  New moms welcome any time!  Masks are required at these studies, per Covid guidelines. 

 Tuesday Evening M.O.M.s Thursday Morning  M.O.M.s  Thursday Afternoon M.O.M.s 

When: February 16-April 27 
 7-8:30pm,  
NO CHILDCARE 

February 18-April 29 
8:30-10:00am (can drop children 
off in childcare at 8:10) 
CHILDCARE PROVIDED 

February 18-April 29 
1-2:30pm, 
NO CHILDCARE 

Where: Thalia Londgren’s house  Peace Lutheran Church Mt. Olive Social Hall 

Study: Joy, a Study of Philippians Joy, a Study of Philippians Joy, a Study of Philippians 

Facilitator: Rachel Ulrich, 
renderle@gmail.com &Thalia 
Londgren, 
thalia.pollard@blc.edu  

Heidi Graham, 
heidijennifergraham@gmail.com  

Kristen Lukasek, 
mattlukasek@yahoo.com  

 

http://www.menoftruth.org/
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Circuit 9 Mission Rally 
Saturday, October 23, 2021 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Mankato, Minnesota 
 

All monetary contributions by check for the year 2021 should be made out to 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church with “Circuit 9 Mission Rally” noted on the memo 
line.  Mailing address: 1123 Marsh St. Mankato, MN 56001. This is in response to 
the new constitutional guidelines and ELS financial rules.  
 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ARE WELCOME!  Age appropriate, mission focused, and 
enjoyable activities are being planned for children of all ages in Mt. Olive’s ample 
facilities and the topics to be presented for the adults will be of interest to both 
men and women. 
 
Service Opportunity – (children’s) sunglasses, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and 
dental floss will be collected throughout the circuit to be sent to Thoughts of 
Faith – dental program. Please consider reaching out to local dental offices in your 
area to see if they would be willing to donate these dental hygiene items. 
Personal contributions are also encouraged. 
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 “Jesus said ‘Let the little children come to me, and do 

not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.’” 
Matthew 19:14 

 

As education expenses grow, Mount Olive tuition may 

discourage some Mount Olive families from sending 

their children to our school. 

Our church has a long history as a community of 

believers who work together for the benefit of all. A 

Christian education continues to be critical for our youngest members, for our congregation, 

and for society as a whole. The rising cost of education has added to the challenge, but our 

mission remains. 

Because of your generosity, the Mount Olive Tuition Assistance program helped fifteen 

children attend school this year.  

The Mount Olive Board of Education asks that you again consider supporting the Mount Olive 

tuition assistance initiative. Your actions will directly enable a Mount Olive child to continue 

learning about our Savior every day. 

You can help by simply writing “tuition assistance” and the amount in the special gift section of 

your weekly offering envelopes. 

The Board remains committed to the notion that a Christian education should remain available 

to every member family. Let’s all work together to make this a continued reality here at Mount 

Olive. 

     — Board of Education 

You may also help support the Tuition Assistance Fund through New 2 You Thrift Store in North 

Mankato. Mount Olive receives quarterly gifts from the profits at the store which go directly to the 

Fund. 
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Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School 
 

MVL Booster Club Jeans & Dreams Auction 
The MVL Booster Club has moved the date of its "Jeans & Dreams" Auction to August 
21, in the hopes of having an in-person event at Turner Hall in New Ulm. The auction 
has already received some amazing seasonal donations; those items will be up for bid 
in a special online auction running March 20-27. Mark your calendars with these new 
dates and check Facebook or mvl.org for updates. 
 

MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open 
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director 
of Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim 
Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org. 
 

MVL Routes with Palmer Bus Service 
Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for students. We are now 
hiring school bus drivers for MVL routes. Full-time and part-time positions available 
with paid training! Contact Site Manager Ray Vulcan at rayv@palmerbusservice.com to 
learn more. 
 

Open House 
MVL has rescheduled their Open House to April 14. See the poster on the board around 
the corner of the nursery for timeframes based on last names. 
 

Bethany Lutheran College 
 

Open Positions: BLC is currently taking applications for four different positions:  
Resident Hall Coordinator - Men's Dorm 
Assistant/Associate Professor- Business Administration 
Computer Systems Specialist- IT 
Dean of Students 

More information on these jobs can be found at 
http://www.blc.edu/jobswww.blc.edu/jobs. 
 
 

mailto:tplath@mvlhs.org
mailto:rayv@palmerbusservice.com
http://www.blc.edu/jobs
http://www.blc.edu/jobs
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MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES – 2021 

“Road to Redemption” 
 

March 24: Midweek Lent 6 — 
Pastor John Petersen 
“King to King” Deuteronomy 17:18-20 
 

March 28: Palm Sunday — 
Pastor John Petersen 
“Ride to Ride” 1 Kings:38-40 
 

April 1: Maundy Thursday — 
with Holy Communion & Stripping of the Altar/Tenebrae Service at Mt Olive 6pm 
 

April 2: Good Friday — 
~Area ELS/WELS community—“Tre Ore Service” (“Three Hour Service”—you may come 
and go as you are able to attend) at St. Paul’s Lutheran, North Mankato 12pm – 3pm 
~Good Friday Service with Holy Communion at Mt. Olive 6pm  
 

April 4: Easter — 
Easter Sunrise Service at Mt Olive 6:30am 
Easter Festival with Holy Communion 8am & 10am 

 


