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Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you
for worshipping with us. If you are a guest, please fill out a “Get Connected!” card (found
in front of you in the hymnbook rack and the Welcome table in the narthex). We invite
you to come and worship with us again soon. For the Hearing Impaired: Our facility is
equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask an usher for a receiver.
Explanation of the Week: The Lord provided bread from heaven for His people in the
wilderness. (Ex 16:2-21) Now He who is Himself the Living Bread from heaven miraculously
provides bread for the 5000. (Jn 6:1-15) This takes place near the time of the Passover, after
a great multitude followed Jesus across the Sea, when He went up on a mountain. Thus we
see that Jesus is our new and greater Moses, who releases us from the bondage of Mt. Sinai
and makes us free children of the promise. (Gal 4:21-31) By faith we receive the Bread of
Life, who is Jesus Himself, "the Bread of God who comes down from heaven and gives life to
the world." (John 6:33-35) So it is that God's people "shall neither hunger nor thirst." (Is
49:8-13) For He abundantly provides for them in both body and soul.

Order of Service, Rite Two (p. 60)

I.

The Service of Preparation

(We prepare ourselves for worshiping God by acknowledging our unworthiness to stand before Him,
and by receiving His forgiveness through absolution (forgiveness). We respond with thanks and joy.)

~Prelude — Preservice music & opportunity for prayer

(See “Prayers for Worship”
—ELH p. 40)

~Opening Hymn 29, vv. 1, 4, 5 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
1. Open now Thy gates of beauty;
Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty
Waits for Him who answers prayer.
O how blessed is this place,
Filled with solace, light, and grace!

4. Thou my faith increase and quicken,
Let me keep Thy gift divine;
Howsoe’er temptations thicken,
May Thy Word forever shine
As my guiding star through life,
As my comfort in the strife.

5. Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee;
Let Thy will be done indeed;
May I undisturbed draw near Thee
While Thou dost Thy people feed;
Here the living waters flow,
Here is balm for all our woe.
~Invocation — Calling upon the Triune God
(ELH p. 60; Matt 28:19)
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen.
~Confession & Absolution — Admitting our guilt & receiving God’s forgiveness

(ELH p. 60-61, II; Ps 124:8, Ps 32:5)

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C:  Who made heav’n and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C:  And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word,
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and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring
Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us;
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by
Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His onlybegotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on
His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His
Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.
C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.
~Introit — “Entrance Verse”
P: Rejoice with Jerusalem,
C: and be glad with her, all you who love her.
P: Rejoice with her,
C: all you who mourn for her.
P: I was glad when they said to me,
C:“Let us go into the house of the Lord”

(ELH p. 143)

~Gloria Patri — “Glory to the Father”
(ELH p. 62)
C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.
~Kyrie Eleison — “Lord, Have Mercy, Christ, Have Mercy”
(ELH p. 63, II; Mk 10:47)
C:  Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Christe
eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison.
~Salutation — The people’s blessing for the pastor’s work
P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And with your spirit.

(ELH p. 66; 2 Tim 4:22)

~Collect — The congregation’s prayer of the day
(ELH p. 66; p. 153 #47)
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You fed five thousand men in the wilderness
with five loaves and two fish: We beseech You graciously to abide also with us in the
fullness of Your blessing. Preserve us from greed and the cares of this life, that we may
seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness, and in all things perceive Your fatherly
goodness; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
true God, now and forever. C:  Amen.
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II.

The Service of the Word

(After receiving the forgiveness of sins, we thanked God by singing His praises and
praying to Him. He now increases our faith through His holy Word which we hear
through the Lessons and especially through the Sermon where God’s Word is applied
to our lives today.)

~Old Testament Lesson
Isaiah 49:8-13 This is what the Lord says.
In the time of favor, I will answer you.
In the day of salvation, I will help you.
I will guard you,
and I will appoint you to be a covenant for the people,
to re-establish the land,
to redistribute inheritances that are now deserted,
to say to the prisoners, “Go forth!”
to those who are in the darkness, “Show yourselves!”
They will graze beside roads,
and they will find pasture on all the barren heights.
They will not hunger, and they will not thirst,
and neither scorching wind nor sun will strike them,
because the one who shows them mercy will lead them.
He will guide them beside springs of water.
I will make all my mountains into a smooth road,
and my highways will be raised up.
Look, people will come from far away.
Look, some will come from the north and the west,
and some from the land of Sinim.
Shout for joy, O heavens,
and rejoice, O earth.
Let mountains burst forth with shouts of joy,
because the Lord is comforting his people,
and he is showing mercy to his afflicted ones.
~Lenten Sentence
(ELH p. 67; Phil 2:8)
C:  Christ has humbled Himself, and become obedient unto death; ev’n the
death of the Cross.
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~Epistle Lesson
Galatians 4:21-31 Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you really
listening to the law? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave
woman, and one by the free woman. However, the son by the slave woman was born
according to the flesh, but the son by the free woman was born through a promise.
These things can be used as an illustration; namely, the women are two covenants. One
is from Mount Sinai, bearing children into slavery. This is Hagar. You see, this Hagar is
Mount Sinai in Arabia, and she corresponds to present-day Jerusalem, because
Jerusalem is in slavery along with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free.
She is our mother. For it is written: Rejoice, barren woman who does not give birth.
Break forth and shout for joy, woman who does not suffer birth pains, because the
barren woman has more children than does the woman who has a husband. Now you,
brothers, like Isaac, are children of the promise. But just as back then the one who was
born according to the flesh persecuted the one who was born according to the Spirit, so
this is also the case now. But what does the Scripture say? “Throw out the slave woman
and her son, because the son of the slave woman will certainly not receive the
inheritance with the son of the free woman.” For this same reason, brothers, we are not
children of a slave woman, but of the free woman.
The Order of Holy Baptism (2nd Service)
(Holy Baptism has the power to work the new life of faith in the hearts of sinners. This
regenerative washing “with water through the Word” is intended for all people, since
all — including infants and children — are members of a sinful human race and are in
need of God’s grace and forgiveness. Jesus has also commanded that “all nations” be
baptized. Confession of sins and absolution are a return to, and a renewal of, one’s
baptism. Matt. 28:19, John 3:5, Eph. 5:26, Titus 3:5, Acts 2:38-39)

~Baptism of Amelia Rose Menough

(ELH p. 133ff)

~Apostles’ Creed — Confession of faith
(ELH p. 68-69)
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from
the dead; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of
Saints, the Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life
everlasting. Amen.
~Chief Hymn 230, vv. 1-3 Speak, O Lord, Thy Servant Heareth
1. Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth,
To Thy Word I now give heed;
Life and spirit Thy Word beareth,
All Thy Word is true indeed.
Death’s dread power in me is rife;
Jesus, may Thy Word of Life
Fill my soul with love’s strong fervor
That I cling to Thee forever.

2. O what blessing to be near Thee
And to hearken to Thy voice!
May I ever love and fear Thee
That Thy Word may be my choice!
Oft were hardened sinners, Lord,
Struck with terror by Thy Word;
But to him who for sin grieveth
Comfort sweet and hope it giveth.

3. Lord, Thy words are waters living
Where I quench my thirsty need.
Lord, Thy words are bread life-giving,
On Thy words my soul doth feed.
Lord, Thy words shall be my light
Through death’s vale and dreary night;
Yea, they are my sword prevailing
And my cup of joy unfailing.
~Holy Gospel Lesson & Sermon Text
John 6:24-36 When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there,
they got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. When they found him
on the other side of the sea, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”
Jesus answered them, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: You are not looking for me because
you saw the miraculous signs, but because you ate the loaves and were filled. Do not
continue to work for the food that spoils, but for the food that endures to eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of
approval.”
So they said to him, “What should we do to carry out the works of God?”
Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God: that you believe in the one he sent.”
Then they asked him, “So what miraculous sign are you going to do, that we may
see it and believe you? What miraculous sign are you going to perform? Our fathers ate
the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to
eat.’”
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Jesus said to them, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Moses did not give you the bread from
heaven, but my Father gives you the real bread from heaven. For the bread of God is
the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
“Sir,” they said to him, “give us this bread all the time!”
“I am the Bread of Life,” Jesus told them. “The one who comes to me will never be
hungry, and the one who believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that you
have also seen me, and you do not believe.
~Sermon Theme
“Gift Upon Gift”
1. We’re used to paying for what we get.
2. But God gives us all our physical and spiritual blessings by His grace in
Christ..
3. We receive them by believing.
~Offertory — Prayer of renewal before offering
(ELH p. 70-71; Ps 51:10-12)
C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit.
Amen.
~Prayer of the Church
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

(ELH p. 71-72)

(Special petitions are included)
P: For…, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord have mercy.
P: O Lord, heavenly Father, by the power of the Holy Spirit we faithfully remember the
sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. We praise You for
His victorious resurrection from the dead. We thank You for the strength of grace and
majesty of faith which He bestows on the Church by virtue of His ascension to Your right
hand, where He intercedes for us as our Advocate and High Priest. Grant that the Holy
Spirit will gather us into the company of all the faithful from the ends of the earth, so that
we may celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. In
Your mercy receive our prayers. Deliver us and preserve us. To You alone we give all
glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore.
Amen.
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~Lord’s Prayer
(ELH p. 85; Mt 6:9-13)
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
~Hymn 266 O Bread of Life From Heaven
1. O Bread of life from heaven,
To weary pilgrims given,
O Manna from above:
The souls that hunger feed Thou,
The hearts that seek Thee lead Thou,
With Thy most sweet and tender love.

2. O Fount of grace redeeming,
O River ever streaming,
From Jesus’ holy side:
Come Thou, Thyself bestowing
On thirsting souls, and flowing
Till all their wants are satisfied.

3. Jesus, this feast receiving,
Thy Word of truth believing,
We Thee unseen adore:
Grant, when our race is ended,
That we, to heav’n ascended,
May see Thy glory evermore.
~Collect of Thanksgiving
(ELH p. 85, I)
P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given
Your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. We thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred
body all our sins, and by Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank
You, Lord, the Holy Spirit, that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know
of nothing to trust for our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant
us Your grace, that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of
the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit,
that, in the power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never
forsake the Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in
Christ’s name.
C:  Amen.
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~Benediction — Final blessing for God’s people
(ELH p. 87; Num. 6:24-26)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C:  Amen, amen, amen.
~Closing Hymn 262 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
1. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more,
Feed me till I want no more.

2. Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield,
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to Thee,
I will ever give to Thee.
~Postlude — Opportunity for prayer & to greet one another
Liturgist/Preacher: Pastor John Petersen
Organist: 1st Service: Cassie Johnson
Organist: 2nd Service: John Baumann
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(See “Prayers for Worship”
—ELH p. 40)

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE/LORD’S SUPPER ATTENDANCE:
Sunday: 8:30am, 177/139; 10:45am, 127/80
Sun Live Online Viewing: 50
Monday: 30/27
Wednesday: 128
Wed Live Online Viewing: 40

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK:
Greeters: 1st Service: Ron & Mary Younge and
Dean & LuAnn Shoop
2nd Service: Joyce Petersen
Offering Counters: Lisa Holt, Brenda Garbers, Connie Meyer
Altar Guild: Carol Leiferman, Elyse Haugen

Weekly Financial Update:
Given Last Week: $21,576.54 (includes text & on-line giving)
Fiscal Year To Date Surplus (as of 2/28/21): $27,305
2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.
Catch Mt. Olive Worship Services Online at www.mtolivelutheran.org
OR
TV on local cable channels 181 (Spectrum) and 7 & 507 (Consolidated Communications) on
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 AM.
To give your offering online, go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and click on the link "DONATE
ONLINE".
Or TEXT 833-726-3742 along with the amount you wish to donate. Or Mail your offering to
the church office.
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WEEK AT A GLANCE March 14, 2021– March 21, 2021
Sunday, March 14

Mon, March 15
Tues, March 16
Wed, March 17

Thurs.,March 18

8:30AM
9:40AM
10:45AM
6:30PM
7PM
6:30PM
7PM
8:05AM
9AM
4PM
6PM
8:30AM
1PM

Daylight Savings Time (Spring Ahead)
Divine Service
SS/BIC/Bible Class/Sr. Youth
Divine Service
Divine Service
Board of Stewardship
Jesus Cares Ministry
M.O.M.s Bible Study (Londgren Home)
CDS Chapel
Bible Study
Confirmation Classes
Lent Divine Service
M.O.M.s Bible Study @Peace
M.O.M.s Bible Study (Social Hall)

Fri., March 19
Sat, March 20
Sunday, March 21

8:30AM Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:40AM SS/BIC/Bible Class/Sr. Youth
10:45AM Divine Service with Holy Communion
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Flowers on the altar today are given to God’s glory by Elli Fisher.
Easter Sunday tulips for the sanctuary: A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table; cost is
$13.50. The deadline for sign-up is Sunday, March 22.
Thrivent Choice Dollars® Through Thrivent Choice®, eligible members can
recommend where Thrivent donates millions of charitable outreach dollars each year.
Mount Olive is a participating organization. Eligible Thrivent Financial members with
available Choice Dollars® have until March 31, 2021, to direct them. Go to
www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say
“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.
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Singing for Maundy Thursday and Easter - The choir will be meeting to rehearse
music for Maundy Thursday (April 1) and Easter (April 4). There is plenty of room for
new singers! Rehearsals will be March 17, 24, and 31 at 7 p.m. or after the service.
Questions? Contact Elisabeth at elisabeth.urtel@blc.edu or 612-272-2420.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool is hosting its annual Open House on Tuesday,
March 30 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. We are located at the corner of Lookout and
Commerce Drive in North Mankato. If you would like to come that evening to enroll
your child, take a tour, let your child enjoy learning games, crafts and fun, please join
us. For more information or to volunteer to help, please call Joslyn at 507-594-8929 or
email her at joslynmoldstsd@gmail.com
Job opportunity: Early Childhood director and teaching positions available!
Concordia Lutheran Church of Eau Claire, WI is looking for an Early Childhood Director
and several teachers as they start up a new early childhood center beginning in the Fall
of 2021. If you are interested, please send your resume to:
Concordia Lutheran Church
Attn: Charlie Walters, Education Board Chair
3715 London Road
Eau Claire, WI 54701
Food drive: Out of gratitude and great love for our Savior we hope you will join us in
sharing the abundance that we have with those in need. Mt. Olive will be collecting non
perishable food donations for ECHO Food Shelf from Sunday, March 07 through
Sunday, March 28. Please place your donations in the boxes under the band room
window.
Hebrews 13:16. And do not forget to do good and share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.
Easter Dinner: Mt. Olive's Evangelism Committee is working to gather food items to
supply Easter dinner for the homeless youth in the Mankato area. The staff at The
REACH have agreed to preare the food and deliver it to their clients on our behalf.
Please look for the sign up sheets in the Narthex. Thank you for your willingness to
serve.
Wanted: Plastic Thread Spools! After-School Care is collecting plastic thread spools
to use as paint stamps. You may send the spools to ASC with your child or drop them
off at the office. If you attend church, you may drop them off at the office or put them in
ASC’s mailbox cubby by the teachers’ copier.
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The 5th Annual Men of Truth Conference, Band of Brothers, will be held April 10th
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, New Ulm, 8am-2:30pm (in-person & livestreaming).
Five featured speakers lead by Keynote Speaker Mark Jeske will explore topics of 1)
Get a Brother. You’re Not Alone. 2) Be a Brother. Don’t Go Alone. And 3) Know Your
Sisters. Listen. Treat Women Well. Lunch-on-your-own time will be 11:45-1pm. For
more information and to register for the event, go to www.menoftruth.org . Take
advantage of an early registration discount! (We will be following current health
guidelines at time of the event).
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVL Booster Club Jeans & Dreams Auction
The MVL Booster Club has moved the date of its "Jeans & Dreams" Auction to August
21, in the hopes of having an in-person event at Turner Hall in New Ulm. The auction
has already received some amazing seasonal donations; those items will be up for bid
in a special online auction running March 20-27. Mark your calendars with these new
dates and check Facebook or mvl.org for updates.
MVL Routes with Palmer Bus Service
Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for students. We are now
hiring school bus drivers for MVL routes. Full-time and part-time positions available
with paid training! Contact Site Manager Ray Vulcan at rayv@palmerbusservice.com to
learn more.
MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director
of Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim
Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
Bethany Lutheran College
Open Positions: BLC is currently taking applications for four different positions:
Resident Hall Coordinator - Men's Dorm
Assistant/Associate Professor- Business Administration
Computer Systems Specialist- IT
Dean of Students
More information on these jobs can be found at www.blc.edu/jobs.
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MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 2021
“The Road to Redemption”
March 17: Midweek Lent 5 —
Pastor Matthew Moldstad (Peace)
“Pole to Pole” Numbers 21:4-8
March 24: Midweek Lent 6 —
Pastor John Petersen
“King to King” Deuteronomy 17:18-20
April 1: Maundy Thursday —
Tenebrae with Holy Communion 6pm
April 2: Good Friday —
Tre Ore Service at St. Paul’s Lutheran, North Mankato 12pm – 3pm
Good Friday with Holy Communion 6pm
April 4: Easter —
Easter Sunrise Service 6:30am
Easter Festival with Holy Communion 8am
Easter Festival with Holy Communion 10am
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“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children”
Moms On a Mission Bible study (MOMs) Spring Session Starting Soon! Choose one of three opportunities to study
God’s Word with fellow moms in Christ. The Peace/Mt. Olive MOMs group is starting back up the week of February 15th.
All participants will need a copy of the book, JOY, a Study of Philippians, by Deb Burma. Please see the table below to
identify which study works best for you! If you have questions, contact the facilitator listed for the session you plan to
attend. New moms welcome any time! Masks are required at these studies, per Covid guidelines.
When:

Tuesday Evening M.O.M.s
February 16-April 27
7-8:30pm,
NO CHILDCARE

Where:
Thalia Londgren’s house
Study:
Joy, a Study of Philippians
Facilitator: Rachel Ulrich,
renderle@gmail.com &Thalia
Londgren,
thalia.pollard@blc.edu

Thursday Morning M.O.M.s
February 18-April 29
8:30-10:00am (can drop children
off in childcare at 8:10)
CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Peace Lutheran Church
Joy, a Study of Philippians
Heidi Graham,
heidijennifergraham@gmail.com
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Thursday Afternoon M.O.M.s
February 18-April 29
1-2:30pm,
NO CHILDCARE
Mt. Olive Social Hall
Joy, a Study of Philippians
Kristen Lukasek,
mattlukasek@yahoo.com

