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Pre-service Music 
 

“Komm Susser Todt”  
Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Invocation 
 

Opening Prayer: Psalm 130 
 

Hymn 43 vv. 1, 4 Holy God We Praise Thy Name 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

Isaiah 61:1-3 “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed 
Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To 
proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, And the day of vengeance of our God; To 
comfort all who mourn, To console those who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for 
ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
That they may be called trees of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may 
be glorified.” 
 

Hymn 561 vv. 1, 3, 5, 8 Abide with Me; Fast Falls the Eventide 
 

Epistle Reading 
 

Romans 8:28-39  And we know that all things work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might 
be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He 
also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He 
also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge against 



God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 
furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: 
“For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I 
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Soloist Mizha Overn 
Hymn 61 My Heart is Longing to Praise My Savior 

 O. at Jeg Kunde Min Jesus Prise 
Norwegian Folk Tune, Written by Princess Eugenie of Sweden 

 

Gospel Reading 
 

John 14:1-7 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In 
My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you 
know, and the way you know.” Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You 
are going, and how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. “If you had known Me, you 
would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen 
Him.” 

Hymn 525 vv. 1, 3, 5, 6, 7  I Know of a Sleep in Jesus Name 
Jeg Ved Mig en Sovn, Jesu Naun 

Written by Magnues Landstad-tune “Den Signede Dag Weyse” 
A favorite Faye-Jenson funeral hymn.  Christopher’s great grandmother sang this hymn 

while dying. When she got to the words, “now opens the Father’s house above, the names 
of the blest are given” she paused, and one by one began to speak the names of family 
passed on until her voice began to falter, she faded away and joined them in heaven. 

 

Sermon 
 

John 3:14-17  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved. 



 

The Reading of the Obituary 
 

Psalm 23, read in unison 
C: The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn 590 O Happy Day, When We Shall Stand/O Tank Naar Engang Samles Skal 
Written by W.A. Wexels. 

 

Wexels’ministry began in Oslo in the 1820’s. As is sometimes found today rationalism was 
prevalent among the clergy and intelligentsia. He was ridiculed and scoffed, but he 
remained faithful to Holy Scripture. The pastors who practiced human reason and 

philosophy noticed they were preaching to empty pews. While Wexel’s church was filled 
to overflowing with crowds and listeners eager to hear sermons on Life everlasting and 

the Resurrection. 
  



 
Benediction 

 
Remarks 

Andrew Overn 
Susan (Ries) Johnson 

Mark Molnau 
 

Military Honors Ceremony 
 

Burial at Trinity Lutheran Cemetery  
February 7th Waconia, MN 1pm 

 
 

††† 
 

Officiant: Pastor John Petersen 
Organist: John Baumann 

Pall Bearers: 
Kevin Anderson, Jeff Hahn, Candon Honebrink, Mitchell Ingvalson 

Kai Johnson, Kale Johnson, Jon Overn, Matt Overn, Jack Perrill, Samuel Stark 
 

Honorary Pall Bearers 
Richard Confer, Jerald Hicks, Paul Holzhueter, Gregory Mathews, Harold Natvig, 

Timothy Pietsch, David Schostag, Robert Spiegler 
 

Memorials can be given to: 
Mount Olive Church and School 

Bethany Lutheran College 
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School 

VINE Faith in Action 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

The charity of your choice 
Thank you  

  



 
 

We rejoice that Christopher, Christ’s faithful servant, rests now in his eternal 
home in Heaven. 

 

Long-time Mankato resident, Christopher Faye, age 95, passed away peacefully 
in his home in Skyline on Wednesday, January 26, 2022.  

Christopher Faye was born on November 28,1926 in Champagne-Urbana, 
Illinois to The Rev. Professor Christopher Urdahl Faye and Alice (Jenson) Faye. 

His father, born in Zululand, South Africa was a missionary, linguist, and author. 
Chris’s mother graduated from St. Olaf, and in the 1920s became the first 
woman to graduate from the University of Minnesota School of Business. 

 

Being raised to value a strong education, Christopher attended Leal Grade 
School, University of Illinois High School, Bethany College, and then graduated 

from the University of Illinois, having majored in engineering and business. 
 

He began his business career in 1948 with Midwest Service Company, a family-
owned business, later renamed Martin Oils, Inc. From 1953 to 1955, he was 
called to serve in the US Army and classified as Scientific and Professional 



personnel. He later resigned his commission as a lieutenant and resumed his 
place with Martin Oils, Inc. until 1961 when the company was sold to the Sun Oil 

Company. 
 

He then started his own business, Martin Investments, Inc., and added Martin 
Financial & Realty, Inc. where he was Chairman of The Board. In the 1970s, he 

acquired Valley View Cable Co. He also enjoyed teaching various subjects at the 
Mankato Commercial College and helped promising students get started in their 

own businesses. Chris served on the Board of Trustees at Bethany Lutheran 
College, on the board of the Mankato Lutheran Home (now Pathstone), The 

Board of Directors for Hubbard Milling Company, Amdevco, and as Vice 
Chairman of the American Bank Corporation. 

 

On October 19, 1952, Chris was united in marriage to his sweetheart Ruth 
Molnau at Trinity Lutheran Church in Waconia, MN. They enjoyed 69 years of 

marriage in their Christ-centered union. The happy couple’s choice of a wedding 
hymn was “Oh God Our Help In Ages Past, Our Hope For Years to Come.” 

 

Those who knew Chris realized his success was always attributed to his faith in 
God and in service to humanity. Following in his father’s footsteps, Chris became 
the author of several articles in prestigious national magazines. For many years 
Chris wrote a weekly satirical column on the editorial page of The Mankato Free 

Press. 
 

Chris was dedicated to a healthy and active lifestyle. He became The Minnesota 
Table Tennis Champion and was a nationally ranked member in the US Table 
Tennis Association. Ready to take on the challenge, even at 82 years young, 

Chris played table tennis and defeated college students. 
 

 Interestingly, Mr. Faye was a member of The International Brotherhood of 
Magicians, receiving the highest order of Merlin Excalibur. He traveled in many 
states and entertained with his magic shows and demonstrations. He was also a 

member of The American Legion and The US Boomerang Association. 
 

Christopher Faye joined Mt. Olive Lutheran Church when he moved to Mankato 
in 1948. He served over the years in many capacities: Sunday School Teacher, 

Church Treasurer, Board of Deacons, and Congregation President. 



 

In 1975, Chris and Ruth welcomed Ruth’s aged parents to live together in their 
Skyline home. A year later, Chris’s widowed mother joined the family where 

they spent ten wonderful years together. All three parents lived well into their 
90’s with only short hospital stays until they reached their Heavenly Home. 

 

Christopher Faye was preceded in death by parents, Christopher Urdahl and 
Alice (Jenson) Faye; cousins, Vivian Overn Hopman, William Overn, Esther 

(Overn) Asmus, Jean (Grobel) Huggins, Constance (Faye) Armstrong, Agnetta 
(Faye) Lund and Roald Faye from South Africa; parents-in-law, Edward and 
Magdeline Molnau; brother and sister-in-law, Edwin and LaVerne Molnau; 

niece-in-law, Dianne (Molnau) Hoese; nephew and niece-in-law, Dr. D.E. and 
Shirley Molnau; great nephew-in-law, Brian Hoese; and great great nephew-in-

law Alec Edward Molnau. 
 

Survivors include his wife, Ruth Faye; cousins, Robert (Lois) Overn, Dr. Dorothy 
(Overn) Randolph, Susan (Ries) and Marvin Johnson; Faye - Hoel cousins; Inge 

Bergan, Norway; Elizabeth Armstrong, South Africa; Professor Andrew (Laurie) 
Overn; nephews-in-law, Dr. Myron (Corrine) Molnau; Richard (Pauline) Molnau; 

Godsons, Dr. Wade Molnau and Mark Molnau; most special and helpful friend-
daughter, Rebecca Olson; devoted and loving caretaker, Joanna Faith Bergevin; 

most special and helpful friends, Richard Confer, Pam Leinberger, Rosemary 
Brosch, Kathy Kluge, Leroy and Lori Vetsch, Sister Joyce from VINE Faith in 

Action, Paul Drummer (called “Superman” by Chris); children and grandchildren 
of all cousins, nieces and nephews, wonderful Skyline neighbors and their 

children; and many friends. 
 

Blessed be his memory. 
 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints." Psalm 116:15 


