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Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior, we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you 
for worshipping with us. If you are a guest, please fill out a “Get Connected!” card (On 
the Welcome table and in front of you in the pew). We invite you to come and worship 
with us again soon. 
 
 

Explanation of the Week: "Gather! Come! Draw near..." (Isaiah 45:20-25) God graciously 
invites even those who are unrighteous, who have previously served false gods and idols to 
turn to Him and find righteousness, and strength. The sinful woman did this. (Luke 7:36-
50) She came to Jesus trusting in Him for the forgiveness of sins, and rejoicing in Christ, her 
Savior. Simon the Pharisee stands in contrast to this woman, he felt as if she was not worthy 
of forgiveness and that Jesus should have nothing to do with her. Simon, though thinking 
himself as righteous, was not walking in a way that was pleasing to God.  The formerly 
sinful, now forgiven, woman was showing love. She was now sanctified, desiring to carry 
out God's will because she rejoiced in the forgiveness and peace that she had received in 
Christ. This is the sanctifying will of God for all of us, (1 Thess 4:1-7) to recognize that our 
great sins are forgiven, and to rejoice and love God for such a gift. We seek to continue to 
do as God has encouraged us and ask for His help in this. 
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Order of Service, Rite Three (p. 88) – Created by former Bethany Lutheran College choir director, Alfred 
Fremder, specifically for inclusion in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary (1996), this order is meant to 
“present an old text in new music.” Designed for the modern singing congregation, this liturgy is challenging 
but approachable. This order of service has been beloved by many in our congregation and has been regularly 
used for the past 25 years. We invite those who are unfamiliar with it, to learn and use this beautiful order. 

 
 

I. The Service of Preparation 
 (We prepare ourselves for worshiping God by acknowledging our unworthiness to stand before Him, 
and by receiving His forgiveness through absolution (forgiveness). We respond with thanks and joy.) 

 
~Hymn 258 vv. 1-5 Lord Jesus Christ, My Savior Blest 
 
~Invocation and Confession of Sins — Calling on God for forgiveness (ELH p. 88) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 

C: His mercy endures forever. 
P: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sins; 
C: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  We confess that we have 
sinned against Your divine majesty by thought, word and deed, provoking 
Your wrath against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins. 
We grieve to think of them. Their burden is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, 
gracious Father! Forgive us our sins for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Grant 
that we may serve You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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~Kyrie Eleison — “Lord Have Mercy” (ELH p. 89) 

 
 

~Absolution — Receiving God’s forgiveness (ELH p. 89) 
P: Lift up your hearts. The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy 
office I forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

~Collect — The Congregation’s Prayer of the Day (ELH p. 66; #42) 

P:  O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength:  Keep us both outwardly and 
inwardly, that w4e may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever.   

C: Amen. 
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II. The Service of the Word 

(After receiving the forgiveness of sins, we thanked God by singing His praises and 
praying to Him. He now increases our faith through His holy Word which we hear 
through the Lessons and especially through the Sermon where God’s Word is applied 
to our lives today.) 

 

~Old Testament Lesson (EHV) 

Isaiah 45:20-25  Gather! Come! Draw near together, you survivors from the 
nations. They have no knowledge— those who are lifting up their idols of wood and 
praying to a god that cannot save. Make an announcement and come close. Let them 
consult together. Who made this known ahead of time? From time past who announced 
it? Was it not I, the Lord? There is no god except me, a righteous God and Savior. There 
is no one except me. Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth, because I am 
God, and there is no other. I have sworn by myself. From my mouth a righteous word has 
gone out, and it will not return unfulfilled. Indeed, to me every knee will bow, and every 
tongue will swear allegiance. “Only in the Lord,” they will say of me, “Only in the Lord is 
there true righteousness and strength.” To him they will come and be ashamed— all 
those who are angry at him. In the Lord, all the descendants of Israel will be justified. 
They will be praised by him. 

 

~Gradual — Response to hearing God’s Word  (ELH p. 92) 
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~Epistle Lesson (EHV) 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-7  Therefore, beyond this, brothers, just as you received 
instruction from us about how you are to walk so as to please God (as indeed you are 
doing), we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus that you do so even more. To be sure, you 
know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. Indeed, this is God’s will: 
that you be sanctified, namely, that you keep yourselves away from sexual 
immorality. He wants each of you to learn to obtain a wife for yourself in a way that is 
holy and honorable, not in lustful passion like the heathen, who do not know God. No 
one is to overstep and take advantage of his brother in this matter, because the Lord is 
an avenger in all these things, just as we said previously and solemnly testified to it. For 
God did not call us for uncleanness, but in sanctification. 

 

~ Lenten Verse  (ELH p. 93) 

 

~Apostles’ Creed –Confession of faith (ELH pp. 94-95) 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of 
Saints, the Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

~Chief Hymn 499 vv. 1-4 Now I Have Found the Ground 
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~Holy Gospel Lesson & Sermon Text (EHV) 

Luke 7:36-50  A certain one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him. Jesus 
entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. Just then a sinful woman from 
that town learned that he was reclining in the Pharisee’s house. She brought an alabaster 
jar of perfume, stood behind him near his feet weeping, and began to wet his feet with 
her tears. Then she began to wipe them with her hair while also kissing his feet and 
anointing them with the perfume. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he 
said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would realize who is touching him and 
what kind of woman she is, because she is a sinner.” Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have 
something to tell you.” He said, “Teacher, say it.” “A certain moneylender had two 
debtors. The one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not 
pay, he forgave them both. So, which of them will love him more?” Simon answered, “I 
suppose the one who had the larger debt forgiven.” Then he told him, “You have judged 
correctly.” Turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house, but you did not give me water for my feet. Yet she has wet my feet 
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but she, from 
the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, 
but she has anointed my feet with perfume. Therefore I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven; that is why she loved so much. But the one who is forgiven little loves 
little.” Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.” Those reclining at the table 
with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” He said 
to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 
 

~Sermon 
“Many Sins = Great Forgiveness = Much Love” 
 

~Offering Hymn 258 vv. 6, 7 I Have Thy Word 
 

~Offering Prayer 
(We take this time to acknowledge and thank God for moving the hearts of His 
people to continue to support the mission and work of our church. Our ushers will 
bring the offering plates forward to the altar and the pastor will offer a prayer of 
thanks. Please Note: You may place any offerings into the plates on the stands at the 
main aisle entrance to the Sanctuary either before or after the service. Online giving 
is also available through mtolivelutheran.org or by text message through your 
smartphone by texting the amount you would like to give to 833-726-3742 (a link 
will be provided for first-time users to register an account.) 

  



7 

~Prayer of the Church  (ELH pp. 96-97) 

P: Let us pray for the Church and for all people according to their need. 
 

P: Almighty God and Father, we thank You for all Your goodness and tender mercies, 
especially for the gift of Your dear Son, through whom You have revealed Your grace. We 
pray that You would plant Your Word in our hearts that we may cling to it in faith and 
bear much fruit in well doing. 

C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 

P: Strengthen and defend Your Church, that by Your Word and Sacraments faith may 
grow and love toward all increase. Guide and protect all who spread abroad the light of 
Your truth throughout the world. Bless the schools, colleges, and seminaries of the 
Church that they may send forth laborers to serve You in the ministry of Your Word, in 
the ministry of mercy, and in all godly walks of life. Let the light of Your Word shine 
continually in our homes. Keep the children of the Church in the grace of their Baptism, 
and grant that all entrusted with their care may bring them up in true faith and 
obedience to Your will. 
 

C: Let all rejoice who trust in You, let them shout for joy because You defend 
them. 

 

P: Guide and bless all lawful authority, especially our President, the Congress, and the 
Governor and legislators of this state. Give them wisdom and sound judgment, that 
justice may prevail and wickedness be hindered and punished. 
 

C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our Helper! 
 

P: We commend to Your care all who are in trouble, want, sickness or any other 
adversity, especially those who are suffering for Your name and Your truth. Comfort 
them, O God, with Your Holy Spirit, that in all their afflictions they may acknowledge 
Your fatherly will and rejoice in Your gracious and speedy deliverance. 
 

C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your name. 
 

P: Let Your blessing rest on seed time and harvest, on commerce and industry, on 
medicine and science; sanctify the arts and culture, the rest and leisure of Your people. 
Protect all who travel, and care for all whose labor is difficult or dangerous. Bless all who 
in their daily calling endeavor to do Your will, and give them the assurance that their 
work is pleasing in Your sight. 
 

C: Blessed are You, O Lord, for You have not turned away from our prayer! 
 

(Special intercessions may be added.) 
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P: Protect our bodies and souls from all harm and danger; support us in our last hour 
with Your mercy; and finally admit us into Your eternal joy, to love and serve You in the 
blessed company of Your saints and angels forevermore; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

C: The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have 
a contrite spirit. The righteous cry out and the Lord hears, and delivers them 
out of all their troubles. 
 

~Canticle: Agnus Dei — “Lamb of God” (ELH p. 103; Jn 1:29) 

 

 

~Collect of Thanks  (ELH p. 105) 
P: Let us give thanks and pray: 

C: We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given us Your only-
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 
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We thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all 
our sins, and by Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions.  

 

We thank You, Lord the Holy Spirit, that You have created in our hearts true 
faith, that we know of nothing to trust for our salvation, except Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified. 

 

O God, grant us Your grace, that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are 
forgiven for the sake of the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so 
enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that in the power of our Redeemer’s death, 
we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake the Lord Jesus Christ, until 
we see Him face to face in life eternal.  

 

We ask it all in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

~Lord’s Prayer (ELH p. 105; Mt. 6:9-13) 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

~Benediction — Final blessing for God’s people (ELH p. 106) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

~Closing Hymn 209 Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
 

~Postlude — Opportunity for prayer & to greet one another! (See “Prayers for Worship” 
 —ELH p. 40) 
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Officiant: Pastor Luke Ulrich 
Organists: 1st: John Baumann /2nd: Mark DeGarmeaux  

 

 
 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE/THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Sunday: 8:30am, 220/161; 10:45am, 161/107; Monday:35/23 

Sunday Live (8:30am) Online Viewing: 28 
 

 
 

WE THANK THOSE SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK: 
Greeters: 1st service: Ryan & Sheila Ruschmeyer 

2nd Service: Joe & Connie Meyer, Juel & Lynn Merseth 
Media Center: David Norris 

 

Offering Counters: Lisa Holt, Brenda Garbers, Connie Meyer  
 

Altar Guild: Elyse Haugen, Carol Leiferman 
 

 

Weekly Financial Update 
Given Last Week: $15, 741.32(includes text & on-line giving) 

 
 

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

 
 

Did you know you can give your offering online? Just go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and 
click on the link, “donate online”.  

Mt. Olive Worship Services on TV: 
Mt. Olive services are being shown on local cable channel 181 (Charter) and 7 & 507 
(Consolidated Communications) on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 
11:30AM. 

 
 

 

Sign Up for Coffee & Treats! If you would like to provide coffee and treats during 
our Sunday morning Bible Study, visit our website mtolivelutheran.org  
 

 

On the Narthex tables March’s Olive Press, Meditations, volunteer signup sheets. 
 

Flowers today: The flowers on the altar are given to God’s glory by Jeremy & Angela 
Merseth in loving memory of Leona Merseth. 
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WEEK AT A GLANCE: March 13, 2022 — March 20, 2022 

Sunday, 
March 13 

8:30AM 
9:45AM 

10:45AM 
6-9 PM 

7:30PM 

Divine Worship w/Holy Communion 
Sunday School and Bible Study & BIC 
Divine Worship w/Holy Communion 
Artemis Gaming 
Volleyball 

Monday, 
March 14 

9:30AM 
10:00AM 

6:30PM 
6:30PM 

Area Pastor’s Conference 
Veteran’s Bible Study 
Divine Worship  
Church Council 

Tuesday 
March 15 

9AM 
6:30PM 
6:30PM 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
Jesus Cares Ministry 
MVL Open House & Registration Night 

Wednesday 
March 16 

8:10AM 
9AM 
1PM 
4PM 

5-6:15PM 
6:30PM 
7:30PM 

Chapel 
Adult Bible Study 
MOMS Bible Study 
Confirmation Class 
Lenten Meal 
Midweek Service 
Choir 

Thurs, March 17   
Fri, March 18   
Sat, March 19   

Sunday, 
March 20 

8:30AM 
9:45AM 

 
 

10:45AM 
 

4:30PM 
7:30PM 

Divine Worship w/Holy Communion 
Sunday School and Bible Study & BIC 
“SWOT” Analysis w/Rev. Kerkow 
Voter’s Meeting 
Divine Worship w/Holy Communion 
“SWOT” Analysis w/Rev. Kerkow 
Shamrock Shake Youth Event 
Volleyball 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS—Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & School 
 

Ms. Brittany Denn will return to the MLC Assignment Committee for reassignment to 
a new congregation and school at the conclusion of the 21-22 school year. The decision 
for reassignment was mutually agreed upon by Ms. Denn, her mentor, and 
administration based on the needs of Mount Olive and Ms. Denn's desire to teach at the 
primary grade level. We are thankful for Ms. Denn's service at Mount Olive and wish 
her God's richest blessings in the next chapter of her public ministry! 
 

Call Meeting Mount Olive will hold a call meeting on Sunday, March 20th. 
 

7th-12th Grade Youth! Join us here on March 20th at 4:30pm, as we enjoy Shamrock 
shakes, play games, and learn more about Saint Patrick! 

 

In this season of Lent we now have an excellent book of sermons for the church year; 
one per Sunday.  It is volume 1 by Ulrik Koren translated by our own 
Mark DeGarmeaux.  It may be checked out for the 6 weeks of Lent or for 
the entire year.  Koren was one of the founding fathers of the Norwegian 

Synod and kept the synod firmly rooted in God's truth as long as he was alive.   
 

Our Christian brothers and sisters in Ukraine are in need of our support. First and 
foremost, they need our prayers to God for peace and security. There is also a very great 
need for humanitarian assistance as the war continues to destroy lives and property. 
The ELS Board for Christian Service has established the Ukraine Crisis Fund to aid our 
brothers and sisters in the Ukrainian Lutheran Church and the Gift of Life program as 
well as other Ukrainians in need. To contribute to this fund, go to els.org/donate. Checks 
may be sent to ELS Ukraine Crisis Fund, 6 Browns Ct., Mankato, MN 56001. 
 

Easter Flower Baskets If you would like to contribute towards Easter flower basket 
arrangements to help beautify our sanctuary this Easter, please use the sign-up sheet 
on the table in the narthex. Indicate if donation is in honor or memory of someone. 
Suggested donation is $20, however, any amount is acceptable. Checks made payable to 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church may be left in the church office. Last day to order is Sunday, 
April 3rd. These Easter plants will be displayed in large baskets, individual plants will 
be available to take home the week after Easter.  
  

http://els.org/donate
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Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School 
 

 

MVL Open House & Registration night is March 15th. Tours will begin at 6:30pm and a 
presentation by MVL principal, Dr. Plath, at 7pm. 
 

MVL is looking for two people interested in coaching track. One assistant for field 
events and the other to assist with the running events. Email Craig Morgan 
at cmorgan@mvlhs.org 
 

Bethany Lutheran College 
Bethany Lutheran College is taking applications for the following positions, please 
see our website for additional information. Maintenance Technician Production Studio 
Specialist Visual Communication and Social Media Specialist  Assistant/Associate 
Professor - Media Arts Faculty - Clinical Mental Health Counseling  

 

Community Opportunities 
 

Tour the SPAM museum in Austin, MN. For ELS/WELS Singles, Saturday, March 
26th.  Meet at the museum at 11am. We will go for lunch after and explore the town. 
Weather permitting. To RSVP, or for more details, please email Rachel 
at rmoldstad@gmail.com  
 

The MLC volleyball tournament is around the corner. The men's tournament is on 
March 19, and the women's is on March 26. If you're interested in playing, or have 
questions, contact Brian or Rebeca Strom. 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars® Through Thrivent Choice®, eligible members can 
recommend where Thrivent donates millions of charitable outreach dollars each year. 
Mount Olive is a participating organization. Eligible Thrivent Financial members with 
available Choice Dollars® have until March 31, 2022, to direct them. Go to 
www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say 
“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 
 

Thrivent Action Teams: Apply for a Thrivent Action Team to support Mt Olive. 
Thrivent clients bring together friends and family to form a volunteer team – Thrivent 
provides up to $250 in seed money and promotional resources to jump-start the 
volunteer project. 
 
  

mailto:cmorgan@mvlhs.org
mailto:rmoldstad@gmail.com
http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjAzNTE3MTgS1&kn=6&r=MjE5OTQ0Mjg1ODY3S0&b=0&j=MjMyMDMxODk0NAS2&mt=1&rt=0
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2022 Greeters Early Late 

January Nate & Heidi Graham 
Vivian Smith 

Dan & Joanne Maas  

February Keith Anderson 
Dan & Jane Birkholtz 

Lois Johnson 
Joyce Petersen 

March Ryan & Sheila Ruschmeyer Joe & Connie Meyer 
Juel & Lynn Merseth 

April Peggy Harstad 
Steve & Lois Jaeger 

Dean & LuAnn Shoop 
Mark & Sharon Madson 

May Paul & Mary Jane Tweit 
Jim & Connie Gullixson 

Will & Lisa Holt 

June Mark & Michelle Graham Mark & Michelle Graham 

July Bill & Suzanne Bohning Bill & Suzanne Bohning 

August Don & Beth Westphal Don & Beth Westphal 

September Steve & Lois Jaeger 
Paul & Mary Jane Tweit 

Bob & Donna Fosburgh 

October Mark & Michelle Graham Bob & Donna Fosburgh 

November Seth & Bethany Ferkenstad 
Rachel Ulrich 

Dean & LuAnn Shoop 

December Mark & Vivian Smith 
Ron & Mary Younge 
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SWOT ANALYSIS--2nd Session--LIGHT LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED! Kurt Shrader and 
our Men's Connect Group will be providing tacos for those who are attending our 

Sunday, March 20th, 11:50pm, SWOT Analysis in our Social Hall. Come join us for some 
food and to brainstorm the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats, that we 

have at Mt. Olive--assisting in our Strategic Planning. (If anyone would like to bring 
some cookies or bars to share, please do!)  

 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church Mission Statement 
The mission of Mount Olive Lutheran Church is to proclaim the Gospel of Christ through 
God’s Word, so that souls are called into and kept in the Christian faith unto eternal life. 

 


