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Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior  we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you 
for worshipping with us. If you are a guest, please fill out a “Get Connected!” card (on 
the tables at the back of worship area). We invite you to come and worship with us again 
soon 
 

Explanation of the Week: "You cannot serve God and mammon" (Matt 6:24-34), for they 
require two contrary forms of service. Worry is the worship given to the false god of 
mammon, an unbelieving anxiousness and focus on the things of this world. Faith is the 
worship of the true God, a confident trust that He is a loving Father who will care for all of 
our needs in both body and soul. The widow of Zarephath served God, that is, she believed 
the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah that the bin of flour would not be used up nor would 
the jar of oil run dry (1 Kings 17:8-16). He who feeds the birds and clothes the flowers will 
certainly provide for our daily needs. For He has already provided for our eternal needs, 
clothing us with Christ's righteousness in Baptism and feeding us His body and blood for 
our forgiveness. With such confidence we are liberated from worry and freed to do good 
with our material resources, especially to those who are of the household of faith (Gal 5:25-
6:10). 
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 Order of Service, Matins (p. 109) 
 

“Matins”—from the Latin word for “morning”—is one of the main services the monks 
would sing together each day during the middle ages. The Lutheran church kept the 
Matins liturgy because its focus is on the reading and hearing of God’s Word. In this early 
morning hour, we rejoice to hear God's Word proclaim to us the Good News that "He Is 
Risen!" 

 
 

 

I. The Service of Preparation 
 (We prepare ourselves for worshiping God by acknowledging our unworthiness to stand before Him, 
and by receiving His forgiveness through absolution (forgiveness). We respond with thanks and joy.) 

 

~Prelude — Preservice music & opportunity for prayer (See “Prayers for Worship” 
—ELH p. 40) 

~Hymn 469  Sweet Is the Work 
 

~Confession of Sin — Admitting our sinfulness to God  (ELH p. 109) 
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His 
most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of 
others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship 
Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent 
hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy. 
 

C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like 
lost sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have 
offended against Your holy law. We have done those things which we should 
not have done, and we have not done those things which we should have done. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according to the promises 
You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we 
may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 

 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, 
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

~Versicles — Opening sentences (ELH p. 109-110; Ps 51:15, Ps 70:1) 
P: O Lord, open my lips. 

C:  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
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C:  Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and 
to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; 
forevermore. Amen. Alleluia! 

 
~Invitatory — Invitation to worship (ELH p. 110; Ps. 95:6) 
P: O come, let us worship the Lord. 

C:  For He is our Maker. 
 

~Venite exultemus — “Come! Let us exalt” (ELH p. 111; Ps. 95:1-7) 
C:  O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of 
our salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a 
joyful noise to Him with psalms. 

 

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods. In His hand are the 
deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also. 

 

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands formed the dry land. O come, let 
us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 

 

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His 
hand. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen. 

 

~Old Testament Lesson 
 Deuteronomy 6:4-7  Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God. The Lord is one! Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. These words that I am commanding you today are to be on your heart. Teach 
them diligently to your children, and speak about them when you sit in your house and 
when you walk on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
 

~Responsory — Response to hearing God’s Word (ELH p. 112) 
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C:  Thanks be to You, O Lord! 
 

~Epistle Lesson 
 Galatians 5:25-6:10  If we live by the spirit, let us also walk in step with it. Let us 
not become conceited, provoking one another and envying one another. Brothers, if a 
person is caught in some trespass, you who are spiritual should restore such a person in 
a spirit of humility, carefully watching yourself so that you are not also tempted. Bear 
one another’s burdens, and in this way fulfill the law of Christ. For if someone thinks he 
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is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Let each person test his own work, 
and then he will take pride in regard to himself and not his neighbor. For each man will 
bear his own burden. Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with his 
teacher. Do not be deceived. God is not mocked. To be sure, whatever a man sows, he 
will also reap. Indeed, the one who sows for his own sinful flesh will reap destruction 
from the sinful flesh. But the one who sows for the spirit will reap eternal life from the 
spirit. Let us not become weary of doing good, because at the appointed time we will 
reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
and especially to those who belong to the household of faith. 

 

~Installation of Sunday School Teachers— (1st Service Only) 

(As we begin our Sunday School year, we ask our Sunday School teachers to come 
forward for a special ceremony to "install" them as teachers. This is meant to 
impress upon them and upon the entire congregation the important task that 
we have of feeding our little ones the Word of God. We understand that this is a 
vital and precious, God-given task. As our Sunday School teachers stand before 
God's Altar, we call upon God to be with them; to give them wisdom and 
patience; and to be at work through them, so that the message of our Savior 

Jesus might be proclaimed to and loved by our Sunday School children. We ask you 
today, and throughout the Sunday School year to encourage, support, and pray for 
these teachers as they carry out this important task!.) 

 
 

 

~Hymn 468 vv. 1, 3, 5, 6  All Depends on Our Possessing 
 

~Holy Gospel Lesson & Sermon Text 
 Matthew 6:24-34  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon. “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 
more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not of more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to 
his stature? “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 
today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you 
of little faith? “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your 
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heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the 
day is its own trouble. 
 

~Sermon 
  Don't Worry 
  1. We avoid worry by worshiping the right God. 

2. And, by seeking first His kingdom and righteousness. 
 

~Offering Hymn 56 vv. 1, 4  Ye Lands, to the Lord 
 

~Offering Prayer 
(We take this time to acknowledge and thank God for moving the hearts of His 
people to continue to support the mission and work of our church. Our ushers will 
bring the offering plates forward to the altar and the pastor will offer a prayer of 
thanks. Please Note: You may place any offerings into the plates on the stands at the 
main aisle entrance to the Sanctuary either before or after the service. Online giving 
is also available through mtolivelutheran.org or by text message through your 
smartphone by texting the amount you would like to give to 833-726-3742 (a link 
will be provided for first-time users to register an account) 

 

~Prayers & Special Petitions 
 

~Te Deum Laudamus — “We praise You, O God” (ELH pp. 114-116) 

C:  We praise You, O God: we acknowledge You to be the Lord. All the earth 
worships You, the Father everlasting. To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens 
and all the powers therein; to You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry: 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of the majesty 
of Your glory. The glorious company of the Apostles praise You. The goodly 
fellowship of the prophets praise You. 

 

The noble army of martyrs praise You. The holy Church throughout all the 
world does acknowledge You: The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable 
true and only Son; also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. 

 

You are the King of Glory, O Christ. You are the everlasting Son of the Father. 
 

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man. You humbled Yourself to be 
born of a Virgin. When You had overcome the sharpness of death, You opened 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
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You are seated at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father. We believe 
that You will come to be our Judge. 

 
We therefore pray You, help Your servants, whom You have redeemed with 
Your precious blood. Make them to be numbered with Your saints in glory 
everlasting. 

 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage. Govern them and lift them 
up forever. Day by day we magnify You. And we worship Your name now and 
evermore. 

 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. O Lord, have mercy upon 
us, have mercy upon us. O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in 
You. O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

 

~Kyrie – “Lord” (ELH p. 116-117) 

C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

 

~Lord’s Prayer (ELH p. 117; Mt 6:9-13) 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

~Collect — The congregation’s prayer (ELH p. 118-119, II) 
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, for the sake 
of Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have instituted the Holy Sacraments, 
that through them we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin; we beseech You, grant 
us Your Holy Spirit, that we may believe Your Word; and through the holy Sacraments 
day by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain salvation, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

~Benedicamus — Call for blessing (ELH p. 119) 

P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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~Benediction — Final blessing for God’s people (ELH p. 119; 2 Cor 13:14) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C:  Amen. 
 

~Hymn 354 vv. 2, 10  Thanks to Thee, O Christ 
 
~Announcements 
 

~Postlude — Opportunity for prayer & to greet one another (See “Prayers for Worship” 
 —ELH p. 40) 
 

 

Officiant: Pastor John Petersen 
Organists: 1st: Cassie Johnson /2nd: Mark DeGarmeaux 

 

 
 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE/THE LORD’S SUPPER: 
Sunday: 8:30am, 203/135; 10:00am, 134/82; Monday: 22/16 

Sunday Live (8:30am) Online Viewing: 41 
 

 
 

WE THANK THOSE SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK: 
Greeter: Keith Anderson, Media Center: Adam Pavelchik 

 

Offering Counters: Mark Graham & Mark Olson 
 

Altar Guild: Krista Petzel, Lynette Merseth 
 

 

Weekly Financial Update 
Given Last Week: $23,398.30 (includes text & on-line giving) 

 

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

 
 

Did you know you can give your offering online? Just go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and 
click on the link, "donate online" If you would like to continue using your assigned 
envelope, just write the word "online" on the envelope and drop it in the plate 
during the offering. 

Mt. Olive Worship Services on TV: 
Mt. Olive services are being shown on local cable channel 181 (Charter) and 7 & 507 
(Consolidated Communications) on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 
AM. 
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WEEK AT A GLANCE: September 12, 2021 — September 18, 2021 

Sunday, 
September 12 

8:30AM 
9:45AM 

10:45AM 
7:30PM 

Divine Worship 
Sunday School and Bible Study 
Divine Worship  
Volleyball 

Monday, 
September 13 

9AM 
5:30PM 
6:30PM 
6:30PM 

Area Pastor’s Conference 
Board for Parish Education and Youth 
Divine Worship 
Church Council 

Tuesday, 
September 14 

9AM 
 

Ladies Bible Study 
 

Wednesday, 
September 15 

7:45AM 
8:10AM 

9AM 
1PM 
4PM 
7PM 

Homeschool & Preschool families arrive for pictures 
CDS Chapel 
Adult Bible Study 
MOMS at Mt Olive 
Confirmation Class 
Choir 

Thursday, 
September 16 8:30AM MOMS at Peace 

Friday, 
September 17 

6:30PM Thriving Families 

Saturday, 
September 18   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS—Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & School 

Flowers: Flowers on the altar today are given to God’s glory by Paul & Mary Jane Tweit 
in celebration of their 56th wedding anniversary. 
 

 

On the Narthex table: September’s Olive Press. 
 

Mrs. Dittmer is looking for gently used Beanie babies for her classroom. Donations can 
be made in the School office. 
 

Sign Up for Coffee & Treats! If you would like to provide coffee and treats during our 
Sunday morning Bible Study, visit our website mtolivelutheran.org for further 
information and the Coffee Servers Sign Up link at the bottom of the page. Volunteers 
are asked to arrive at 8:00 AM to prepare the coffee (regular and decaffeinated) and 
serve 4-5 dozen treats. 
 

Picture Day is September 15th. Homeschool and preschool families, if you are 
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interested in having your child’s picture taken, please arrive by 7:45am. Pictures will be 
taken in the gym. 
 

Mount Olive Church has the opportunity to host one of the choirs participating in the 
National Choral Festival at MLC, November 12-14, 2021 under the theme "One Faith, 
One Hope, One Lord." Lord willing, this national festival will gather around 500 high 
school students from around the country to join their voices together in praise to our 
Lord.  Along with the national festival comes the responsibility of hosting these young 
people. We are asking if you would be willing to host a student/s in your home, the 
responsibilities are as follows: 

• Choirs and their directors will stay with hosts from our congregation Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday evenings. 

• The high school choir will sing for our Sunday morning services. 
• Hosts will provide Friday, Saturday, and Sunday breakfast and Sunday noon meal. 
• MLC or the high school will provide transportation to and from our church 

throughout the weekend. The hosts would be responsible to pick them up and 
drop them off at church. 

Please call the church office if you would be willing to host students in your home.  
 

Join the Mt. Olive Choir Share your voice in singing praises to God! Choir Director - 
Kayelynn Lawson - a BLC Senior, will be working under the direction of Prof. Dennis 
Marzolf. Choir practice is every Wednesday at 7pm. If you have questions, please 
contact Pr. Luke Ulrich. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study begins September 15 at 9am in the Church Sanctuary and 
will be studying the book of 2 John. 
 

Confirmation classes for public and home school students entering 7th and 8th grade 
this fall are being held on Wednesdays at 4PM 
 

We are still looking for Sunday School teachers and a choir director for Pre K – 6th 
grade. We try to place two teachers per grade so that there can be some flexibility in 
scheduling.  Contact our Superintendent,  Lance Johnson at 507-720-2130 for more 
details.  It's a joy to serve Jesus by serving His lambs! 
 

Connect Groups!    A new season of our 
"Connect Groups" starts this week! If you are 
unfamiliar with our Mt. Olive Connect 
Groups, see the display and sign-up forms in 

the church Narthex. These "Connect Groups" are a helpful way for us to get to better 
know our fellow Mt. Olive members and friends; to encourage each other in the faith; 



10 

and as a place where we can seek the prayers of our fellow Christians. Most groups will 
use material that discuss the previous week's Sermon & Service.  Questions? Please 
email or call Pr. Ulrich: lukeulrich@gmail.com | 507-345-4966    
 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School 
Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable transportation for MVL students. We 
are now hiring school bus drivers for the Mankato MVL route, as well as "activities" 
drivers for sporting competitions and events. These part-time positions include paid 
training! Contact Site Manager Ray Vulcan today at rayv@palmerbusservice.com or call 
507-995-5387 to learn more about employment opportunities with Palmer Bus 
Service. 

Bethany Lutheran College 
Come hear the EZ Jazz Quintet perform on Bethany's Campus Green! They will be 
performing their original arrangements of jazz and pop classics. The free performance 
is Thursday, September 16, at 6:30 pm and is open to everyone! 
 

The Mankato chapter of the Bethany Auxiliary will meet on Tuesday, September 14, 
2021 in the Ylvisaker Fine Arts Center room 103 on the Bethany campus. At 7pm the 
group will hold its regular business meeting.  At 7:30 we will be joined by the featured 
speaker for the evening, Prof. Benjamin Faugstad of the Bethany music department. He 
will present a talk about the challenges and successes of teaching through a pandemic. 
Anyone interested is warmly welcome to join us for this presentation! The Bethany 
Auxiliary exists to support the work of the college through education of its members 
regarding ongoing work of the institution and fundraising for specific needs of the 
college. 
 

Dear ELS members and past attendees of the Bethany Auxiliary, This is a second 
attempt at sending an update regarding our upcoming Bethany Auxiliary Day. Please 
pass this along to anyone else that you think would like to hear about our plans for the 
meeting this year. We are looking forward to hosting Auxiliary Day on Monday, 
September 27 at Bethany Lutheran College. We have a number of interesting 
presentations arranged for you to learn more about what’s happening on the Bethany 
campus. We also understand that there are now some reservations about attending an 
event in person given the current circumstances with the pandemic. In order for the 
College to prepare for Auxiliary Day in light of the COVID-19 situation, we’re asking for 
those intending to come to Bethany for Auxiliary Day to please RSVP. This will help 
Bethany prepare food and arrange meeting rooms for the day. Would you please call 
our Advancement Office at 507-344-7749, or send an email to lance.schwartz@blc.edu 
with your RSVP by September 15, 2021? 

mailto:lukeulrich@gmail.com
mailto:rayv@palmerbusservice.com
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Community Opportunities 
New 2 You Family Thrift Store in North Mankato is looking for a part-time manager 
assistant. You must be able to lift 30 lbs, must work at least one Saturday a month. You 
would be required to work 15 hours or less a week. Hours during the week vary as 
needed. Contact Christine Doering or Jen Selvey at 507-385-1455 or stop by the store 
to pick up an application. 
 

Looking for: A few reliable childcare workers to supervise young children while their 
moms participate in Bible Study. Thursday mornings from 8:00-10am, September 16 – 
November 18 at Peace Lutheran Church. Responsibilities include reading Bible stories, 
singing songs, supervise activities and play time, and feed provided snack. This is a 
paid position. Transportation can be arranged from Mt. Olive if needed. *Must pass 
State of MN background check. Contact:   Emily Peters (emmykf@hotmail.com) 
 

ELS/WELS Singles meet up event: Meet at Montgomery Orchard, 11am, October 9th, 
2021. Weather permitting. Stay as long as you like. The address is: 15953 State Hwy 
99, Montgomery, MN 56069. www.montgomeryorchard.com. Corn maze, walking 
trails, apple picking, etc. If you plan on going, email rmoldstad@gmail.com 
 

 

 

http://www.montgomeryorchard.com/
mailto:rmoldstad@gmail.com
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“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children” 
 

There are two opportunities for MOMs bible study this 
fall:  Wednesday afternoons and Thursday mornings.  Both 
groups will be going through the study book, Enough for 
Now, by Sharla Fritz, a study about focusing on the 
sufficiency of God and His grace.  Participants will need a 
copy of this book and can purchase it at the Bethany 
bookstore or online.  If you have any questions, please 

contact one of the facilitators listed below. 
 

Moms On a Mission Bible Study exists to create a support group of Christian moms 
that meet to grow in their relationships with the Lord, discuss parenting from a 
biblical perspective, and provide opportunity for fellowship with others in the same 
stage of life.  M.O.M.s is for any mother, any age.   
  

Wednesday 
Afternoon  M.O.M.s  

Thursday  
Morning M.O.M.s 

When: September 15-November 17  
1-2:30pm, 
 

NO CHILDCARE 

September 16-November 18  
8:30-10am (can drop children off 
in childcare at 8:10)   
CHILDCARE PROVIDED 

Where: Mt. Olive’s Fireside Room Peace Lutheran Church 

Study: Enough for Now, Sharla Fritz Enough for Now, Sharla Fritz 

Facilitator: Kristen Lukasek 
(mattlukasek@yahoo.com) 

Heidi Graham 
(heidijennifergraham@gmail.com) 
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BE A PART OF THE 2021 CHARGER CHALLENGE!! 
 

After taking a year off due to the pandemic, we are grateful and excited to invite the 
congregations of Mt. Olive and Peace Lutheran to be a part in the 2021 Charger 

Challenge, scheduled for Friday, September 24, 2021 (rain date of Oct. 1). 
Students are now collecting sponsorships to do the big walk!  This year our school goal 

is to raise $30,000.  The donations collected will go towards new student desks, 
playground improvements (two new outdoor basketball hoops and flooring for our 
gaga ball pit), a gym curtain (to divide the gym to accommodate more students at 

once), and funding our special programs and events enjoyed throughout the coming 
school year (Grandparent’s Day, Family Bingo, 6-8th musical, Pastries with Parents, 8th 

grade graduation, etc!). 
Would you like to be a part of this year’s Charger Challenge?  We invite you to 
• JOIN US!  Come and walk with our students, teachers, and school families on 

September 24 (walk begins at 9:45 from Spring Lake Park, off of Webster Ave), 
and/or come and eat at the picnic at Spring Lake Park (11:45am) and hear the 

total amount raised at the Grand Reveal! 
• VOLUNTEER to be at a cheering station along the route! 

(see sign-ups in the narthex) 
• SPONSOR our students!  Fill out a sponsorship form (see sponsor forms in 

narthex) or give online at school.mtolivelutheran.org  and donate any amount of 
money!  It is tax deductible and 100% of your donation goes to Mt. Olive School! 

(transaction fees associated with online donations) 
Contact Kristen Lukasek at mattlukasek@yahoo.com or 507-382-7963 to ask 

questions, make a donation, or to volunteer to help the day of the Charger Challenge.  

 
  

http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/
mailto:mattlukasek@yahoo.com
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A way YOU can help! 
 

Please help support foreign and home missions  
by generously purchasing items at the 

 
 

 
 

Annual Make/Bake Sale 
 

Sunday – September 26th  
 

Your generosity will help others hear the  
GOOD NEWS.  

 
Checks may be made out to 

 Mt. Olive Lutheran Church  
(Mission Support in the memo). 
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