Easter 3
Sunday, April 26, 2020
Order of Service, Rite One (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 41)

~Prelude
~Opening Prayer
(ELH p. 155, #65)
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your indescribable grace, for the sake of
Your Son, You have given us the holy Gospel, and have instituted the holy Sacraments, that
though these we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin: We beseech You, grant us Your
Holy Spirit, that we may heartily believe Your Word; and through the holy Sacraments day
by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
Amen.
~ Hymn 368, vv. 1, 2, 4 The Lord My Faithful Shepherd Is
1. The Lord my faithful Shepherd is,
And me He safely guideth;
I shall not want, for I am His
Who all things good provideth.
I follow Him, I hear His voice,
In Him my Lord I do rejoice—
Blest am I in His keeping!

2. A tender shepherd leads his sheep
Where pastures green are growing,
And there His flock doth guard and keep
Beside still waters flowing.
Thus Christ, my Shepherd, leadeth me,
My soul and body feedeth He
And for their wants provideth.

4. Why should I ever fear, O Lord,
Whilst Thee I have beside me?
Thou by Thy Spirit and Thy Word
Dost comfort and dost guide me.
In death’s dark vale I’ll fear no ill,
For Thou, O Lord, art with me still,
Thy rod and staff shall stay me.
~Confession of Sin — Admitting our sinfulness to God
(ELH p. 41, I)
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer,
we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have
sinned against You by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your
Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

~Kyrie Eleison
(ELH p. 42)
C: ¯ O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us. O God the Son, Redeemer of
the world, have mercy upon us. O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy
upon us.
~Absolution — God’s declaration of forgiveness
(ELH p. 43, II; Matt 11:28, Jn 3:16)
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: Come unto Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so loved the world that He gave His onlybegotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all your sins,
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
~Gloria in Excelsis Deo
(ELH p. 44)
P: Glory be to God in the highest
C: ¯ And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high Who
hath our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is
ended; God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again; O
thank Him for His goodness!
~Salutation — The people’s blessing for the pastor’s work
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

(ELH p. 45)

~Collect — The congregation’s prayer of the day
(ELH p. 45; p. 155 #64)
P: Grant, we beseech You, almighty God, that we who have celebrated the solemnities of the
Lord’s resurrection, may, by the help of Your grace, bring forth the fruits thereof in our life
and conduct; through the same, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
~Old Testament Lesson
Ezekiel 34:11-16 For this is what the Lord God says. Here I am. I myself will seek the
welfare of my flock and carefully search for them. As a shepherd searches for his flock when
his sheep that were with him have been scattered, so I will search for my flock and rescue
them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them to
their own soil. I will shepherd them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys, and in all the
settlements of the land. I will lead them into good pasture, and their grazing land will be on
the high mountains of Israel. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and they will
pasture on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will shepherd my flock. I myself
will let them lie down, declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost. I will bring back the strays.
I will bind up the injured. I will strengthen the weak. I will destroy the fat and the strong, and
I will shepherd them with justice.

~Special Music “Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd”

(ELH 367 vv. 1, 2, & 4)

~Holy Gospel
John 10:11-16 “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. The hired man, who is not a shepherd, does not own the sheep. He sees the wolf
coming, leaves the sheep, and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the sheep and scatters
them. Because he works for money, he does not care about the sheep.
“I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me (just as the Father
knows me and I know the Father). And I lay down my life for the sheep. I also have other
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
Then there will be one flock and one shepherd.
~Apostles’ Creed — Confession of faith
(ELH p. 46)
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting.
Amen.
~Hymn 422, vv. 1, 2, 6 Come Follow Me
1.“Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake,
“All in My way abiding;
Deny yourselves, the world forsake,
Obey My call and guiding.
O bear the cross, whate’er betide,
Take My example for your guide.

2. “I am the Light; I light the way,
A godly life displaying;
I bid you walk as in the day;
I keep your feet from straying.
I am the Way, and well I show
How you must sojourn here below.

6. Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,
And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to His Word,
In suff’ring be undaunted.
For all who bear the battle’s strain
The crown of life they shall obtain.
~Epistle Lesson & Sermon Text
1 Peter 2:21-25 Indeed, you were called to do this, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example so that you would follow in his steps. He did not commit a sin, and
no deceit was found in his mouth. When he was insulted, he did not insult in return. When
he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He
himself carried our sins in his body on the tree so that we would be dead to sins and alive

to righteousness. By his wounds you were healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but
you are now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
~Sermon Message
“How well do you imitate your Savior?”
1. Not well enough to save ourselves.
2. But well enough to follow Him as sheep of His flock.
~Hymn 371 The Lord’s My Shepherd
1. The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

3. Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

2. My soul He doth restore again
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

4. My table Thou hast furnished
In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

5. Goodness and mercy, all my life,
Shall surely follow me;
And in God's house forevermore
My dwelling place shall be.
~The Prayer of the Church
(ELH p. 48-49)
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ:
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer.
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word
be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will.
Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and
unto the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to them
repentance unto life.
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation.
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel. Prosper what is
good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
reverence.
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper.
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the
orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful (especially our brother/sister _____
who is ill/grieving). Graciously help those who are assaulted by the devil and who are in peril
of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering for the sake of Christ’s holy name. Grant
that we may live together in peace and prosperity. Bestow upon us good and seasonable
weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in all that we undertake.

C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name.
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of Your
holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up in
Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life
everlasting.
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them.
(Special petitions are included)
P: In Your mercy look upon…..In Christ’s name we pray.
C: Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer.
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When our
final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a
resurrection to Your glory.
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord!
~Lord’s Prayer
(ELH p. 49; Mt 6:9-13)
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
~Collect — In appreciation of God’s gifts
(ELH p. 58, II)
P: We thank You, Almighty God, that You have built Your Church upon the foundation of the
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Head Cornerstone. Grant that we may
be joined together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we may be made a holy temple
acceptable unto You, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: ¯ Amen.
~Benediction — Final blessing for God’s people
(ELH p. 59; Num 6:24-26)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C: ¯ Amen, amen, amen.
~Closing Hymn 370, vv. 1, 2, 6 The King Of Love My Shepherd Is
1. The King of Love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His.
And He is mine forever.

2. Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

6. And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever.

~Closing Prayer
(ELH p. 59)
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You would
have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to
keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in
holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.
~Postlude

(See “Prayers for Worship”
—ELH p. 40)

Preacher: Pastor John Petersen / Liturgist: Pastor Luke Ulrich
Organist: Dennis Marzolf / Special Music: Marie MacPherson & Katie Sulzle

Weekly Financial Update:
Given Last Week: $28,851.11 (includes on-line giving)
Fiscal Year To Date Deficit (as of 4/16/20): $63,656.
Romans 12: 1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice—holy and pleasing to God—which is your appropriate worship.

Dear Mt. Olive Family & Friends: Due to the concerns for public health during this COVID-19
pandemic, and respecting the advisement of our governmental agencies, we have moved to
providing DIGITAL WORSHIP SERVICES. You can find these on our website and on our local
TV station, KTV.
Please know that our church leadership is continuing to look for the best possible ways to
serve you with Word and Sacrament. Please bear with us in this process. If you are in need of
Pastoral Care or would like to receive the Lord’s Supper we are here to minister to you and
desire to do so.
You may contact our office at (507) 345-4966.
Catch Mt. Olive Worship Services Online at www.mtolivelutheran.org
OR
TV on local cable channels 181 (Spectrum) and 7 & 507 (Consolidated Communications) on
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 AM.
To give your offering online, go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and click on the link "DONATE ONLINE".
Or TEXT 833-726-3742 along with the amount you wish to donate. Or Mail your offering to the
church office.
Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.

The flowers on the altar are given to God’s glory by Jim & Connie Gullixson.

