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Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you
for worshipping with us. If you are a guest, please fill out a “Get Connected!” card
(found in front of you in the hymnbook rack). We invite you to come and worship with
us again soon. Large Print copies of the order of service from the ELS Hymnary are
available from the usher stand in the back of the sanctuary. For the Hearing
Impaired: Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask an
usher for a receiver.
Explanation of the Week: The voice of the Baptizer cried out in the wilderness:
"Prepare the way of the Lord " (Is 40:1-8). John called the people to be made ready for
the Messiah's coming through repentance, for "all flesh is grass." Now He asks from
prison, "Are you the Coming One?" (Mt 11:2-10) Jesus' works bear witness that He is. The
sick are made well; the dead are raised, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.
Their iniquity is pardoned; they have received from the Lord's hand double forgiveness for
all their sins. The stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Cor 4:1-5) still deliver Christ's
overflowing forgiveness to the poor in spirit, comforting God's people with the word of the
Gospel which stands forever. God's Gospel is shared with us through Jesus so that through
Him we "are not consumed" by His anger (Malachi 3:1-6). Instead we have reason to
rejoice and be glad!
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Order of Service, Rite One (p. 41). This order of service, known as the “Bugenhagen Order,” grew out

of the Lutheran Reformation. It was provided for use in the churches of Denmark and Norway in 1537 by
Johannes Bugenhagen, Martin Luther’s pastor. Minor revisions were made to this service in 1685 and 1889
before it was translated into English for The Lutheran Hymnary (1913). The service printed here comes
directly from the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary (1996).

I.

The Service of Preparation

(We prepare ourselves for worshiping God by acknowledging our unworthiness to stand before Him,
and by receiving His forgiveness through absolution (forgiveness). We respond with thanks and joy.)

~Prelude — Preservice music & opportunity for prayer

(See “Prayers for Worship”
—ELH p. 40)

~Opening Prayer
(ELH p. 41; p. 147, #6)
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, You gave Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to become Man
and to come into the world that He might destroy the works of the devil, deliver us
poor offenders from sin and death, and give us everlasting life: We beseech You so to
rule and govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that we may seek no other refuge than
His Word, and thus avoid the sin to which we are by nature inclined, in order that we
may always be found among the faithful followers of Your Son, Jesus Christ, and by
faith in Him obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and
forever. Amen.
~Opening Hymn 105, vv. 1-3 Rise, Children of the Kingdom
~Confession of Sin — Admitting our sinfulness to God
(ELH p. 41, I)
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. Almighty God, our Maker and
Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean,
and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the sake of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us:
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and
by Your Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will,
and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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~Confessional Verse — Hymn 268, v. 6 My Sins Are Countless As the Sands
My sins are countless as the sands,
My crimes, O God, are crying,
Deliver me from sin’s dread bands
And save me, Lord, when dying;
O let me not, for evil past,
Be lost at last,
Grant me Thy grace, I pray Thee!
~Absolution — God’s declaration of forgiveness
(ELH p. 43, II; Mk. 16:16)
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: Come unto Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so loved the world that He gave
His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
~Salutation — The people’s blessing for the pastor’s work
P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And with your spirit.

(ELH p. 45)

~Collect — The congregation’s prayer of the day
(ELH p. 45; p. 147, #5)
P: Lord, we beseech You, give ear to our prayers, and enlighten the darkness of our
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
II.

The Service of the Word

(After receiving the forgiveness of sins, we thanked God by singing His praises and
praying to Him. He now increases our faith through His holy Word which we hear
through the Lessons and especially through the Sermon where God’s Word is applied
to our lives today.)

~Epistle Lesson
1 Corinthians 4:1-5 This is the way a person should think of us: as servants of
Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. In this connection, moreover, it is required of
stewards that they be found faithful. But it is a trivial matter to me if I am evaluated by
you or by a day in a human court. Why, I do not even evaluate myself. I do not in fact
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know of anything against myself, but I am not justified by this; rather, the one who
evaluates me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing ahead of time, until the Lord comes.
He will bring to light whatever is hidden in darkness and also reveal the intentions of
hearts. Then there will be praise for each person from God.
~Men’s Group Sing Now With Great Rejoicing (arr. C. Marvin Fewell)

Sing now with great rejoicing That Christ the Lord is coming To earth for man’s salvation!
Sing now with great rejoicing! Awaits the earth, Messiah’s birth: The King of all creation!
Sing now, O sing: Alleluia! Oh, hasten Infant Jesus, To earth be born and save us;
And send Thy tender mercy To us, O Holy Jesus: Awaits the earth Messiah’s Birth;
O Prince of Peace, now gladly We sing to Thee: Alleluia!

~Gospel Lesson
Matthew 11:2-10 While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was
doing. He sent two of his disciples to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we
wait for someone else?” Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and
see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the gospel is preached to the poor. Blessed is the one
who does not take offense at me.” As these two were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the
crowds about John. “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by
the wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? No, those who
wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I
tell you! And he is much more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,
‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before
you.’
C:  God be praised for His glad tidings.
~Nicene Creed — Confession of faith
(ELH p. 47)
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and
5

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose
kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to
come.  Amen.
~Chief Hymn 109 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes
~Old Testament Lesson & Sermon Text
Malachi 3:1-6 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before
Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the
Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord
of hosts. “But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He
appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire And like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner
and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And purge them as gold and
silver, That they may offer to the Lord An offering in righteousness. “Then the offering
of Judah and Jerusalem Will be pleasant to the Lord, As in the days of old, As in former
years. And I will come near you for judgment; I will be a swift witness Against
sorcerers, Against adulterers, Against perjurers, Against those who exploit wage
earners and widows and orphans, And against those who turn away an alien— Because
they do not fear Me,” Says the Lord of hosts. “For I am the Lord, I do not change;
Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.
~Sermon Theme
"A Gracious Advent Promise"
1. A promise made by our unchanging God
2. A promise of the coming Savior
~Prayers & Special Petitions
~Offering & Hymn 111, vv. 1-3 When Sinners See Their Lost Condition

(The members of Mt. Olive give offerings as a joyful response to what God has
given them. These offerings support the work of Gospel ministry in our community
and around the world. Visitors: Please do not feel obligated to participate in this
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offering. We ask you to fill out a “Get Connected!” card and place that in the
offering plate.)

III.

The Service of Holy Communion

(Following Christ’s command, we receive His grace to us in the special meal He instituted
for the forgiveness of our sins. Here, He feeds with His true body and His true blood in,
with, and under the bread and wine. This is the same body which was born of the Virgin
Mary, and the same blood which dripped down the wooden cross. This part of the liturgy
is one of the oldest parts, dating back to at least the third century AD.)

Questions and prayers to assist in preparing for the Lord’s Supper are found in the
black hymnal, pp. 38–40.
Guests & Visitors: We practice “Close” or “Closed Communion”. We do this out of love and
concern for you. We want to make sure that those who take this holy meal receive it as a
blessing and not to their harm as Scripture warns. We also understand that those who
come forward to take communion are professing a unity of faith with our congregation
and are in full agreement with the teachings and doctrines of Mount Olive Lutheran
Church and of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Therefore, we ask those who have not
taken Holy Communion with us before to speak with a pastor before communing. Thank
you.

~Preface — Preparing our hearts for Communion
P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And with your spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts unto the Lord.
C:  We lift up our hearts unto the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
C:  It is good and right so to do.

(ELH p. 50ff.; 2 Tim 4:22, Col 3:1, Ps 136)

~Advent Preface
(ELH p. 51; p. 74)
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very
Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath
to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
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~Sanctus — “Holy, Holy, Holy”
(ELH p. 51-52)
C:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
~Lord’s Prayer
(ELH p. 53; Mt 6:9-13)
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
~Words of Institution
(ELH p. 54; Mt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:19–20; 1 Cor 11:23–25)
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same
way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink
of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
~Agnus Dei — “Lamb of God”
(ELH p. 55; Jn 1:29)
C:  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God. You take away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin
of the world, grant us Your peace. Amen.
~Distribution

(Communicants come forward at the direction of the ushers. During
the Distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:)

Hymn 111, vv. 4-6 When Jesus Comes, O Blessed Story!
Hymn 325 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee
Hymn 111, vv. 7-9 Behold, He at the Door is Knocking
Hymn 327, vv. 1, 3 O Lord, We Praise Thee
Hymn 544, vv. 2, 3 Zion Hears the Watchword Sounding

~Dismissal — Assurance of blessing for those who have communed
(ELH p. 56)
P: Our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ, who has now bestowed upon you His holy
body and blood, whereby He has made full satisfaction for all your sins, strengthen and
preserve you in the true faith unto everlasting life. Peace be with you. Amen.
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~Collect of Thanksgiving — In appreciation of God’s gifts
(ELH p. 56)
P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
C:  Amen.
~Benediction — Final blessing for God’s people
(ELH p. 56-57; Num. 6:24-26)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C:  Amen, amen, amen.
~Closing Hymn 110, vv. 4 O Come, Thou Rod of Jesse’s Stem
~Closing Prayer
(ELH p. 57)
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith,
perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.
~Postlude — Opportunity for prayer & to greet one another!

(See “Prayers for Worship”
—ELH p. 40)

Preacher: Pastor John Petersen/ Liturgist: Pastor Luke Ulrich
Organists: 1st: Dennis Marzolf / 2nd: Mark DeGarmeaux
LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE:
Sunday: 8:30am, 293; 10:45am, 193. Wednesday: 207
Change in bulletin announcement regarding weekly giving: Previously, the amount
listed was a combination of giving to the General Fund and the Building Fund for the
previous week. The table listed below will be updated each month, approximately two
weeks after the end of the previous month. Members are able to see the amounts given
to each fund within the previous month. Year-to-date (YTD) giving for the General
Fund (the church’s fiscal year is July 1-June 30) can be compared to the budgeted
amount (where we expected to be for this time of the year). Contact Adam Saidler or
Greg Costello if you have questions.
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Monthly Giving Update:
Given to the General Fund (Nov. 1-30)
Given to the Building Fund (Nov. 1-30)
Total Given (Nov. 1-30)
General Fund Budgeted (July 1-Nov. 30)
($75,425/month x 5 months)
General Fund YTD (July 1-Nov. 30)
Difference (Shortfall)

$59,062.15
$8,029.00
$67,091.15
$377,125.00
$303,174.27
($73,950.73)

Romans 12: 1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice—holy and pleasing to God—which is your appropriate worship.
Did you know you can give your offering online? Just go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and click on
the link, "donate on line." If you would like to continue using your assigned envelope, just write
the word "online" on the envelope and drop it in the plate during the offering.
Mt. Olive Worship Services on TV:
Mt. Olive services are being shown on local cable channel 181 (Charter) and 7 & 507
(Consolidated Communications) on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 AM.

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK:
Greeters: 1st Service: Scott & Theresa Dzwonkowski,
Steve & Lois Jaeger
2nd Service: Paul & Mary Jane Tweit,
Jon & Nikki Basel
Ushers: 1st Service: David Norris (captain), Jacob Norris,
Dan Gerdts, Bill Bohning, Joe Finken, Peter Finken
2nd Service: Jim Gates (captain), Dan Neubauer,
Jeremy Espeland, Kurt Shrader
Offering Counters: John Foede, John Baumann
Altar Guild: Heidi Graham, Sharon Madson
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WEEK AT A GLANCE: December 16, 2018—December 23, 2018
Sunday,
8:30AM Divine Service w/Holy Communion
December 16
9:40AM SS Christmas Service Practice/BIC/Bible Class
10:45AM Divine Service w/Holy Communion
No Encourage One Another
3PM Children’s Christmas Service
4:30PM Senior Youth Group Caroling/Party
7:30PM Co-ed Recreational Volleyball
Monday,
No Evening Service
December 17
7PM Board of Stewardship
Tuesday,
8AM Women’s Bible Study – Job
December 18
6:30PM Jesus Cares Ministry Christmas Service
Wednesday,
8:05AM CDS Chapel
December 19
9AM Bible Class
11:15AM CDS Early Out
4PM Grade 8 Confirmation
5-6:15PM Advent Meal, served by Church Council
6:30PM Advent Service
7:30PM Senior Choir
Thurs., Dec. 20
Fri., Dec. 21
6:30PM Junior Youth Christmas Party
Sat., Dec. 22
Sunday,
December 23

8:30AM Divine Service
9:40AM No Sunday School/BIC/Bible Class
10:45AM Divine Service
No Artemis
7:30PM Co-ed Recreational Volleyball

ANNOUNCEMENTS
There is no Monday evening service on December 17. Plan to attend the Wednesday
night Advent service on December 19. Monday evening services resume on January 7,
2019.
Encourage One Another will not meet until Sunday, January 6.
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Building Committee Update
 Construction of the temporary wall at the rear of the sanctuary resulted in the loss
of the aisle behind the last row of pews. Please leave the portions of the pews
closest to the sanctuary entrances available for families with small children and
others who may require ready access to the exits. The good news is that we will be
able to use our sanctuary for nearly all of the construction time. We are not losing
any seating capacity as no pews have been removed, and all of the chairs were
relocated throughout the sanctuary.
 The conduit is in place for new lights for the parking lot, and light poles should be
installed in the next few weeks.
 Steel is expected to be delivered the week of December 16, and framing should
begin at that time.
 Water lines, sprinkler lines, and electrical service for the new construction will be
run over the top of the ceiling of the social hall. To minimize interruption of the use
of the social hall, this work will be done from December 20 – 31 when there is no
Sunday school or Sunday Bible study and the CDS is on break.
A sincere thanks to the congregation for the support, patience and good humor that
have been displayed so far. Continue to keep Mt. Olive and the project in your prayers.
A $20,000 grant! We are excited and tremendously grateful to announce that Mt.
Olive received a $20,000 grant for our building project from the Antioch Foundation, a
Lacrosse, WI,-based charitable organization providing financial support for sharing the
Gospel and serving in the areas of faith, education, medicine, and humanitarian need.
High School Students: come to our Senior Youth Christmas caroling and party today.
We plan to leave from church at 4:30PM for caroling, supper, a "white elephant" party,
and games. A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table.
The Jesus Cares Ministry Christmas Service is Tuesday, December 18, at 6:30PM.
The Junior Youth Group Christmas Party is Friday, December 21. See the December
edition of the Olive Press for more details.
When you park on Marsh Street, please note: The neighbors on Marsh Street are
asking that we not block the steps from the street to their houses. Thank you!
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The MOMs Bible studies have concluded their Fall session. Watch the January issue of
the Olive Press for details regarding the Spring 2019 studies that begin in February.
Pick up the December issue of the Olive Press and your 2019 offering envelopes
from the narthex tables.
Schedule your photo shoot for the Mt. Olive Picture Directory! Photos are on January
6, 9, 12, and 13. Go to our website and click on the banner to schedule your
appointment, or go to this link: http://signup.com/go/NBMjaTw.
Special offering to ELS and its missions: On the previous two Sundays, special
offering envelopes were distributed in the bulletins. The following message explains
the purpose of this special appeal on behalf of our Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and its
efforts for Christian Education. May God bless us as we serve Him!
“Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater need to support
missions and ministry in our midst, set a base budget of $740,000, and in addition
earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with Christian Education. Please,
prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising $770,000 for the year in
congregational offerings. Additional envelopes are available on the narthex table.
Please put your envelope number on this envelope and then place it in the collection
plate today or over the next couple of weeks, considering the question presented by
the psalmist: “What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits toward me?” (Psalm
116:12). May our response be a generous gift in accord with our Lord’s abundant
blessings to us.”—Dan Basel, ELS Giving Counselor
Knitters/crocheters:--did you know that Mt. Olive has a group of volunteers that
make chemohats for cancer patients undergoing treatment? They meet every Tuesday
at 1PM at 25 Crown Hill Lane in Mankato. Needles, yarn, sewing machines, and
supplies are available. Contact Janet Wassman at 507-380-3281 if you have questions.
At Minnesota Valley Lutheran
MVL Christmas Concert, Thursday, December 20. The December MVL Memo on the
narthex table has more details.
On the narthex table are copies of the Building On Our Mission packets and the Time
& Talents Survey; sign-up sheets for New2You, Senior Youth Group Christmas event,
and Sibley Park Holiday Lights; the November edition of the Mission News & Helping
Hands; December editions of MVL’s Memo, Thoughts of Faith, Olive Press and the ELS
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President’s Newsletter; the December to March edition of Meditations Daily Devotions;
and giving envelopes for MVL memorials.
Within Our Community
Looking for a hand-made gift? Come to the Maker’s Market today, from 12-5PM at
the Mankato Makerspace, 1700 3rd Ave. Items made by local artisans will be available.

Join us for these Advent & Christmas Worship Services:
Wednesday, December 19: Midweek Advent
5:00 - 6:15 PM – Pizza served by the Church Council
6:30 PM – Service of Lessons and Carols
Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve (Office Closed)
4:30 PM – Christmas Eve Service
7:00 PM – Candlelight Service
Tuesday, December 25: Christmas Day (Office Closed)
10:00 AM – Divine Service w/Holy Communion
Monday, December 31: New Year’s Eve (Office Closed)
6:30 PM – New Year’s Eve Service w/Individual
Absolution and Holy Communion
Tuesday, January 1: New Year’s Day (Office Closed)
No Service
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