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New Year’s eve service
December 31, 2017, 6:30 pm
Order of Service, Rite One (p. 41)

~Opening Prayer (p. 41)
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are
assembled in Your presence to hear Your holy Word. We pray
You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins,
to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in
grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen.
~Hymn 4 In Jesus’ Name
~Confession of Sin (pp. 41-42, form II)
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: We poor sinners
confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and
born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in
many ways offended You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word
and deed, so that You could with perfect justice reject and
condemn us for all eternity.
Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread
and terror of Your holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins
are a grievous foe, which we should hate in every way as long as
we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of
Your fatherly goodness. According to the promise of Your Word
we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, and implore You,
dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only-begotten
Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and
raised again for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit
increases in our hearts to full assurance.
C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant
to declare to us the forgiveness of all our sins. We poor
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sinners are willing to forgive all who have offended
against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true
godliness. Help us, O God, for the sake of Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.
~Kyrie Eleison (pp. 42-43)
C:  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us. O
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon
us. O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy
upon us.
~Absolution (p. 43, form III)
P: Upon this your confession, come forward to the altar of the
Lord and receive the declaration of the forgiveness of all your
sins.
By the authority of God and of my holy office (then, with the
laying on of hands, saying to each one) I declare to you the
gracious forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
In dismissing the people he shall say:
May He who has begun the good work in you perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ. Peace be with you. Amen.
Hymn 417, vv. 1-5 Truly as I Live
Hymn 145, vv. 1, 2 What Child is This?
Hymn 417, vv. 6-11 The Words Which Absolution
Give…
~General Absolution

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and
strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace be
with you!
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~Gloria in Excelsis Deo (pp. 44-45)
P: Glory be to God in the highest
C:  And on earth peace, good will toward men. All
glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is
ended; God showeth His good will to men, And peace
shall dwell on earth again; O thank Him for His
goodness!
~Salutation (p. 45)
P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And with your spirit.
~Collect (p. 45)
P: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, from whom comes
down every good and perfect gift: We give You thanks for all
Your benefits, temporal and spiritual, bestowed upon us in the
year past, and we beseech You of Your goodness, grant us a
favorable and joyful year, defend us from all dangers and
adversities, and send upon us the fullness of Your blessing;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
~Epistle Lesson
2 Peter 3:8-9 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing,
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward
us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.
~Gospel Lesson
Luke 13:6-9 He also spoke this parable: “A certain man
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit
on it and found none. Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard,
‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree
and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?’ But
he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until
I dig around it and fertilize it. And if it bears fruit, well. But if not,
after that you can cut it down.’”
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C:  God be praised for His glad tidings.
~Nicene Creed (p. 47)
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin
Mary and was made man and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day
He rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who
spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and
Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life of the world to come.  Amen.

~Hymn 160 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
~Old Testament Lesson & Sermon Text
Numbers 6:22-27 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the way you shall
bless the children of Israel. Say to them:
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace.
“So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I
will bless them.”
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~Sermon Theme
Take God's Promises with You into 2018
1. The Promise of His Care
2. The Promise of His Grace
3. The Promise of His Comforting Peace
~Offering & Hymn 115 vv. 7-10 Hark! A Voice from Yonder
Manger

(The members of Mt. Olive give offerings as a joyful response to what God
has given them. These offerings support the work of Gospel ministry in
our community and around the world. Visitors: Please do not feel
obligated to participate in this offering. Instead, we ask you to fill out a
Welcome Card and place that in the offering plate.)

* Holy Communion: The Bible teaches that in this Sacrament we receive
Christ's true body and blood with the bread and wine. Here, Jesus gives
His people what they need most of all: forgiveness of sins. Guests &
Visitors: We understand that by coming forward and taking
communion, you are professing a unity of faith with this congregation
and that you are in full agreement with the teachings and doctrines of
our church. If you are unsure of the teachings of Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church and of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, please talk with a pastor
before communing. Thank You.

~Preface (p. 50)
P: The Lord be with you. C:  And with your spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts unto the Lord.
C:  We lift up our hearts unto the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
C:  It is good and right so to do.
~General Preface (p. 51)

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You
have given us a new revelation of Your glory, that, seeing You in
the person of Your Son, we may be drawn to the love of those
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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~Sanctus (pp. 51-52)
C:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and
earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
~Lord’s Prayer (p. 53)
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
~Words of Institution (p. 54)
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was
betrayed, took bread and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is My body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the
same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and
gave it to them saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New
Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for many, for
the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
~Agnus Dei (p. 55)
C:  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of
God. You take away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the
sin of the world, grant us Your peace. Amen.
~Distribution
Hymn 156, Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
Hymn 161, vv. 1-3 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is
Hymn 155, vv. 1-4 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
Hymn 161, vv.4-6 Thou Christian Heart
Hymn 312, vv. 2, 3 Father, We Thank Thee Who
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~Dismissal (p. 56)
P: Our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ, who has now
bestowed upon you His holy body and blood, whereby He has
made full satisfaction for all your sins, strengthen and preserve
you in the true faith unto everlasting life. Peace be with you.
Amen.
~Collect of Thanksgiving (p. 56)
P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God
Almighty, that You have refreshed us with these Your salutary
gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
C:  Amen.
~Benediction (pp. 56-57)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.
C:  Amen, amen, amen.
~Hymn 134 Let Us All With Gladsome Voice
~Closing Prayer (p. 57)
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You
have taught us what You would have us believe and do. Help us,
O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to keep
Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.
Amen.
Preacher: Pastor Luke Ulrich / Liturgist: Pastor John Petersen
Organist: Cassie Johnson
Welcome! In the name of our incarnate Savior we welcome you to Mt.
Olive and thank you for worshiping with us this evening. If you are a
guest please fill out a guest card (found in the hymnbook rack). We
invite you to come and worship with us again soon. Large Print
copies of the order of service from the ELS Hymnary are available
from the usher stand in the back of the sanctuary. For the Hearing
Impaired: Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system.
Please ask an usher for a receiver.
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