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Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank
you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest please fill out a guest card
(found in the hymnbook rack) or sign our guest book in the entry. We invite you to
come and worship with us again soon. Large Print copies of the order of service
from the ELS Hymnary are available from the usher stand in the back of the
sanctuary. For the Hearing Impaired: Our facility is equipped with a hearing
assistance system. Please ask an usher for a receiver.
Order of Service, Vespers (p. 120)

~Pre-Service Music by Mount Olive Strings
Hymn 144 vv. 1, 3, 6, 7 Thy Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We
~Confession of Sin (p. 120)
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly
Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to
set forth His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and
on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O
come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess
our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and
mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways
like lost sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We
have offended against Your holy law. We have done those things which we
should not have done, and we have not done those things which we should
have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according
to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His
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sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory
of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our
sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
~Hymn 148 vv. 1, 3, 6, 7, 8 Praise God the Lord, Ye Sons of Men
~Old Testament Lesson
Isaiah 7:10-14 Moreover the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign
for yourself from the Lord your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height
above.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!” Then he said, “Hear
now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary
my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.
~Hymn 136 vv. 1, 2, 4 O Jesus Christ, All Praise to Thee
~Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 31:10-13 “Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, And declare it in
the isles afar off, and say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, And keep him as
a shepherd does his flock.’ For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, And ransomed him
from the hand of one stronger than he. Therefore they shall come and sing in the
height of Zion, Streaming to the goodness of the Lord— For wheat and new wine
and oil, For the young of the flock and the herd; Their souls shall be like a wellwatered garden, And they shall sorrow no more at all. Then shall the virgin rejoice
in the dance, And the young men and the old, together; For I will turn their
mourning to joy, Will comfort them, And make them rejoice rather than sorrow.”
~Choir: All My Heart
Shephard
All my heart this night rejoices,
As I hear, far and near, sweetest angel voices;
"Christ is born," their choirs are singing,
Till the air, everywhere, now their joy is ringing.
Hark! a voice from yonder manger,
Soft and sweet, doth entreat, "Flee from woe and danger;
Brethren, come; from all that grieves you
You are freed; all you need I will surely give you."
3

Come, then, let us hasten yonder;
Here let all, great and small, kneel in awe and wonder,
Love Him Who with love is yearning;
Hail the star that from far bright with hope is burning.
Thee, dear Lord, with heed I’ll cherish;
Live to Thee and with Thee, dying, shall not perish;
But shall dwell with Thee for ever,
Far on high, in the joy that can alter never.
~Psalm 2
Why do the nations rage,
And the people plot a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves,
And the rulers take counsel together,
Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying,
“Let us break Their bonds in pieces
And cast away Their cords from us.”
He who sits in the heavens shall laugh;
The Lord shall hold them in derision.
Then He shall speak to them in His wrath,
And distress them in His deep displeasure:
“Yet I have set My King
On My holy hill of Zion.”
“I will declare the decree:
The Lord has said to Me,
‘You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You.
Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your inheritance,
And the ends of the earth for Your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of iron;
You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’”
Now therefore, be wise, O kings;
Be instructed, you judges of the earth.
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Serve the Lord with fear,
And rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son, lest He be angry,
And you perish in the way,
When His wrath is kindled but a little.
Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.
~Hymn 129 vv. 1, 2 I Stand Beside Thy Manger
~Epistle Lesson
Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own
special people, zealous for good works.
~Hymn 127 vv. 1, 4, 5, 6 I Am So Glad
~Gospel Lesson
Luke 2:1-14 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This census first took place
while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his
own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.
So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy
which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
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angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the
highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
~Hymn 123 vv. 1-6 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
~Old Testament Lesson & Sermon Text
Isaiah 9:2-7 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light;
Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation And increased its joy; They rejoice before You
According to the joy of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For You
have broken the yoke of his burden And the staff of his shoulder, The rod of his
oppressor, As in the day of Midian. For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle,
And garments rolled in blood, Will be used for burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a
Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with
judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will perform this.
~Sermon Theme
To Whom Does Jesus Come?
He Comes to Those Who Were in Darkness—Bringing Them the Light
of His Salvation
~Offering and Hymn 145 What Child Is This?

(The members of Mt. Olive give offerings as a joyful response to what God has
given them. These offerings support the work of Gospel ministry in our
community and around the world. Visitors: Please do not feel obligated to
participate in this offering. Instead, we ask you to fill out a Welcome Card and
place that in the offering plate.)

~Prayers
~Kyrie (p. 124)
C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have
mercy upon us.
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~Lord’s Prayer (p. 125)
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
~Collect
P: Let us pray: O God, as You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness
of the true Light, grant, we beseech You, that we who have known the mysteries of
that Light here on earth may come to the fullness of Its joys in heaven; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God,
now and forever.
C:  Amen.
~Hymn 140 Silent Night
~Collect (pp. 126-127, form II)
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with
us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of
our life, and in the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness,
with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us
when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and
despair when death shall come. Abide with us and with all the faithful through time
and eternity.
C:  Amen.
~Benedicamus (p. 127)
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.
~Benediction (p. 127)
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  Amen.
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~Hymn 119 Away in a Manger
Preacher: Pastor Luke Ulrich / Liturgist: Pastor John Petersen
Organist: Mark DeGarmeaux / Choir Director: Elisabeth Urtel
And the Mount Olive Strings

Join us for these Worship Services
2017 Schedule
Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve
7:00 PM – Candlelight Service
Monday, December 25, Christmas Day
Office Closed
10:00 AM – Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday, December 31, New Year’s Eve
8:30 AM – Divine Service
NO Bible studies or Sunday School classes
10:45 AM – Divine Service
6:30 PM – New Year’s Eve Service
Monday, January 1, New Year’s Day
No evening service
Office Closed
Monday, January 8
Evening services resume
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